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PREFACE
The reason fo r  th e B a p tis ts  coming to work in  Montana 
was th e ir  in h eran t "belief th a t they shared the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
o f  winning th e world fo r  C h r is t ia n ity  through" m issionary e f ­
f o r t s .  The B a p t is ts  have always p laced  m ission s f i r s t  on th e ir  
program. There,may be a few who c a l l  them selves B a p tis ts  who do 
not share t h is  view , but th ey  are very few . To tfcke care o f  
home m ission s the American B a p tis t  Horae M ission S o c ie ty  was 
organ ized , T h is 's o c ie ty  pushed the m issionary  e f f o r t s  along  
w ith the development o f  th e fr o n t ie r s .
The B a p t is ts  were not the f i r B t  ones to e s ta b lis h  
permanent work on Montana s o i l .  B efore they came other m is­
sion ary  minded churches such as the C a th o lic s , E p isco p a lia n s, 
M ethodists, and P resb yter ian s were a lread y  b u sy 'a t work.
I t  was not the purpose o f  the B a p tis ts  to  compete 
w ith  th ese  f i n e  forerunners o f  other denom inations but to  
m in ister  to th ose  o f  th e ir  own f a ith  who had arrived  in  Montana.
The B a p t is ts  f e l t  th at they had a message fo r  th e  nation  
which was v i t a l  in  th e ir  r e l ig io u s  growth. Throughout the  
years the B a p tis ts  have been known to  accep t th e Hew Testament 
as th e ir  on ly  b a s is  fo r  th e ir  b e l i e f .  Ho creed i s  w r itten  fo r  
the B a p tis t  Church.' The a b so lu te  l ib e r t y  o f  each b e lie v e r  
as to  h is  b e l i e f  i s  the card inal p r in c ip le  among the B a p t is ts .  
Anotherstrong p r in c ip le  i s  th e automomy o f the in d iv id u a l
church and one o f the s tro n g est o f  b e l i e f s  i s  the separation  
o f  th e church and s ta te . Further the B a p tiste  hold to no 
other means o f  baptism than by immersion*
These teach in gs are not unique for  the B a p tis ts  on ly , 
some o f th ese  teach ings are p ra c tic ed  by other p ro te sta n t  
churches as w e ll .
I t  i s  the sto ry  of th is  m issionary en ter p r ise , how 
i t  succeeded, th at we have attem pted to t e l l  to th e b est  o f  
our a b i l i t y  and as research  m ateria l has been a v a ila b le ,
The author i s  f u l ly  aware o f h is  own shortcom ings 
and th e  d e f ic ie n c ie s  o f  t h is  t h e s is .
Montana i s  a la rg e  at& te and the d ista n ces  are v a s t . 
The B a p tist churches are sca ttered  in  a l l  d ir e c t io n s  and in  
every corner o f  the treasu re  s ta te .
This made i t  im p ossib le  for  the author to v i s i t  every  
'church. But t h is  handicap was g r e a t ly  remedied by the  
c e n tr a lly  lo ca ted  Montana H is to r ic a l L ibrary in  H elena. The 
help  rendered in  the research  in  t h is  lib r a r y  by Lucina B. 
S c o tt , lib r a r ia n , and Anne McBonnel, a s s is ta n t  lib r a r ia n ,  
i s  appreciated  and acknowledged. Further acknowledged for  
h e lp fu l s e r v ic e s  rendered in  making t h is  work p o s s ib le  are 
the fo llo w in g ; Reverend F, Johnson, K ali s p e ll ;  Reverend 
G. M. Walker, L iv ingston ; Reverend C, R. Martin, S te v e n s v i l l f  
and Reverend R. H. Moorman, B i l l in g s .
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‘tfirginia City, Kontana# Perhaps oho would havo inwardly re 
hilled against such a destiny for hot hoy* “but on the other 
hand, moot liholy sriaaa such as Beverend A, Torhit had 
a mother who would Irnva oaid, ‘’fhy vrLIX he done, whatever
fl
f
 
§
2
0PCs*o5*©fa&©10Hr**0©©fita0 
*c
P
 
<£3
1
 
o
P
fa«©<0
©P*?©
©
■
13©P
After finishing Ms college work he accepted a email
2
p a sto ra te  near M s home in  the E a s t .. I t  wed not long  
b efore he accepted  a c a l l  from the F ir s t  B a p tis t  Church 
o f  S t , P aul, Minnesota* Thus he was moved from M s n a tiv e  
s o i l  and already he had taken h is  f i r s t  step westward.
He was now l iv in g  in  thd very fr o n t ie r  o f  our land fo r  
S t , Paul was then one o f  the l a s t  la rg er  c i t i e s  on the  
Westward t r a i l .
In  S t . Paul he was brought c lo se r  to  the new fr o n t ie r  
and the papers freq u en tly  contained  s t o r ie s  and new a r t i c l e s  
from Montana, the newest and w ild e s t  land o f adventures. 
P il le d  w ith  th e jsp ir it  o f  C hrist to  reach the lo s t  humanity 
he made up h i a mind to go where s in  and crime were most 
in  ev id en ce. The l a t e s t  p la ce  where men were rushing fo r  
gold and adventure was V irg in ia  C ity , Montana, Beverend 
T orbit f e l t  sure that th ese men who were r isk in g  everything  
they had in  search o f gold  must have some longing w ith in  
them fo r  something even g rea ter  and more la s t in g  than go ld , 
they must a lso  need th e peace o f  God. And so i t  was not 
long b efore  he resign ed  h is  p a sto ra te  in  S t , Paul and be­
gan to pack M s p o sse ss io n s  in  a n tic ip a tio n  o f  a w est­
ward journey,
During the w inter there had been much ta lk  and pro­
paganda regarding the organ ization  o f the second F isk  
ex p ed itio n . Several men may have expressed th e ir  in te n t io n
3
o f  going along as far  as to Benton, Montana, and then seek ­
in g  tra n sp o rta tio n  down to V irg in ia  C ity  or any oth er p la c e  
where p rosp ectin g  was good.
Reverend A. M. T orbit ev id e n tly  decided to go along  
w ith th e  ex p ed itio n . We do not know i f  i t  was th e f i r s t  
or second F isk  ex p ed itio n  which brought T orbit to Montana, 
McLemore says; ”Came from S t. Paul w ith  F isk  ex p ed itio n ,
(L862-18 63(?) B a p tist m in is te r ” . Then we read th a t a Meth­
o d is t  m in is te r , Reverend S ta te le r ,  had learned  th a t a
B a p tis t  preacher, T o rb it, had preached in  V irg in ia  C ity
1
in  the f a l l  o f  1864.
When he arr ived  in  Fort Benton, M ontana,the journey
southward to V irg in ia  C ity  had t o , b e  made. E xactly  when
or how he tr a v e lle d  we have no way o f  knowing. That he
arr ived  in  V irg in ia  C ity  we do know fo r  in  Vaughn*s book
Then and Row we read;
That w inter (18 63-64) I stopped in  a l i t t l e  cabin  
(V irg in ia  C i t y ) ,  I h ired  a man named T albot, who was 
a B a p tis t  preacher to  cook and sta y  with me. I paid  
him (?20 a week fo r  h is  s e r v ic e s  and com panionship,2
There i s  no doubt th a t t h is  m in ister  re ferred  to as
Talbot was Reverend T o rb it,
1 Rev. "Us. J .  S ta n ley , L i f e  o f  S ta te le r . B a lia s , Tea:.
2 Robert Vaughn, Then and Row. M inneapolis, 1900,
p . 213,
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Strange s ig h ts  such th in g s were fo r  one who had 
"been accustomed to law and order. We marvel a t the stamina 
which the men o f  God showed fo r th  in  those e a r ly  days. When 
we th in k  o f  Reverend T orb it*s a r r iv a l in  V irg in ia  C ity  we 
r e a l iz e  how v a s t ly  i t  d if fe r e d  from Bt. P aul.
Having made b reak fast fo r  h is  employer, we see  him
V ‘ * ’ * 1 •
t id y in g  up the shack, taking h is  coa t and h a t - i n  hand and 
beginning h is  mi a s i o nary work in  th a t  v i l e  c i t y .  Brora shack 
to  shack he walked, even te n ts  were th e  d w ellin g  p la c e s  o f  
some p ro sp ecto rs. He knocked a t  doors and rough fa c e s  met 
him. Kindness and lo v e  seemed a remote elem ent. At one 
door he was met by .coid  in d if fe r e n c e . He walked on some 
more. On the corner he w itnessed  a f i s t  f ig h t ,  shaking h i s  
head he turned and walked home. R e f le c t in g  on th e day’ s  
accom plishm ents, d iscouragem ents, h o p e le ssn e ss , he opened 
h is  B ib le  and from i t ’ s  pages he drew new hope and courage 
to  carry on through th e days ahead.
Armed w ith the B ib le , wearing th e  armor o f  f a i th ,  he 
ca rried  the “torch  o f  God** high day a f t e r  day. S in  was s t i l l  
rampant a l l  about him, but in  a few homes he was welcomed.
I t  was not long before some expressed  a d e s ir e  fo r  a church. 
"There were th o se  even in  V irg in ia  C ity , Reverend Torbit 
found, who d eclared  th e ir  f a i t h  In  God. Some o f  th ese  were 
B a p t is t ic  in  f a i t h .  On th e  dark horizon where he had
6
once thought a l l  was d esp a ir  a sm all ray o f  l i g h t  now 
came b u rstin g  through to  illu m in a te  th e way fo r  the  
B a p tis t  p io n eer . He took courage aga in , How he began to  
th ic k  about a p u b lic  r e l ig io u s  m eeting and so he sought 
fo r  a p la ce  where such a m eeting could  be h e ld . T rusting  
th e Lord to p rov id e every need, Reverend T orbit went ahead 
w ith  h is  p lann in g . God i s  always f a i t h f u l  to th ose  who 
are  f a i th f u l  to Him. T herefore the lo n e ly  preacher was not 
alon e w ith h is  problem fo r  lon g .
A cross th e town there l iv e d  a p io u s , deeply r e l ig io u s  
fam ily . The p aren ts had lon g w itnessed  with deep sorrow  
th e e in  and e v i l  which p re v a iled  in  th e ir  c ity *  I t  had 
been th e ir  d a ily  earn est prayer that some man o f  God would 
come to e s ta b lis h  worship s e r v ic e s .  I t  was to  t h i s  fam ily  
th a t the lo n e ly  B a p tis t  preacher wended h is  way one day.
He had h iard  th a t t h i s  fam ily  might be in te r e s te d  in  s e r v ic e s  
and he e a r n e st ly  prayed th a t t h is  hearsay was f a c t .  What 
a Joyous m eeting t h is  m in is te r  and t h is  C h ristian  fam ily  
had. Bach knew that th e prayers sent up in  f a i th  had found 
a g lo r io u s  f u lf i l lm e n t .
"But where can we meet fo r  s e r v ic e s? ” T orbit asked  
"Right here in  my home,’> th e  man r e p lie d  e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly .  
Beaming w ith  jo y , h is  h eart f u l l  o f  p r a is e s  to  God 
our.preacher fr ie n d  walked w ith  l ig h t  s te p s , h i s  head
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h ig h , fo r  h ia  f i r a t  dream had come tru e . M eetings would
he h e ld . There was ho newspaper in  V irg in ia  C ity  y e t  so he
eould not employ th a t means o f  a d v er tis in g  th e  m eetings.
But in  s p ite  o f  t h is  he went ahead depending on word o f
mouth communication to  spread the news* Success crowned
h is  e f f o r t s .  I t , w a s  not long b efo re  the m eetings were held
re g u la r ly  in  the court house. Morning se r v ic e  was a t  eleven
eao& Sunday morning and Sunday School was held  a t  two in  
1
th e a ftern oon . The work p rogressed  ra p id ly , bhere i t  had-
a t  f i r s t  seemed th a t no one cared about the gosp el now i t
2
eeemed th^t a l l  p r o te c ta n ts  welcomed t h i s  e f f o r t .
The work p rogressed  and grew so ra p id ly  th a t i t  be­
came ev id en t that a church b u ild in g  was needed. The same 
courage which ch aracterized  the brave preacher in  coming to  
t h is  cang> o f  e v i l  was shown in  h i s  proposal to  b u ild  a church. 
In  1864, e ith e r  in  the spring or summer, the work on a small 
church b u ild in g  was begun. As God had b le ssed  them a t  the  
begin n ing , so He d id  in  the con tin u ation  o f  the work. Rev­
erend T orbit had the jo y  o f  see in g  the ehurch co iip leted  and 
o f  h o ld ing  se r v ic e s  in  i t .  The d ed ica tio n  se r v ic e  was h eld  
January 1865. Montana P ost ? o f  January 28, 1865 had
t h is  to  say about i t !
1 Montana h o s t .V irg in ia  J l t y ,  January 29, 1865
2 G ra n v ille  S tu a rt, Vorty y ea rs on the f r o n t ie r ,  
p . 268, V ol. 1 .   — ------------------- '
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The Union Church on Idaho S tr e e t  was ded icated  
to  th e worship o f  God,, on Sunday l a s t .  The sermon 
in  th e  morning was hy th e Reverend A, M, Torbit and 
was from R ev e la tio n , 19*1$ ’’Worship God" «*- The 
f i r s t  in strum ental music ever heard in  a  p la c e  o f  
worship in  Montana was performed by Prof* Heath,.,
There w i l l  be s e r v ic e s  fo r  th e  fu tu re  on every  
Sabbath as fo llow s*  Morning S erv ice , 11 A , H . . S a b ­
bath School 1:30 P.M., Evening S erv ice  7 P.M.-
Ho one was excluded from t h is  church s in c e  th e  word 
"Union" d id  away w ith any denominational t i e s .  Reverend 
T orbit faced  th e same problem as most churches and m in is t ­
er s  fa c e , namely, how to  pay fo r  th e  new church. The la d ie s  
in  t h is  case ev id e n tly  acted  upon p a s t  exp erien ces in  th e  
East' and m iddle West, they h eld  a grand s o c ia l  to r a is e  
th e money needed. I t  was a "Pair" according to the Montana 
P o st . The church was lo c a te d  a t  Idaho S tr e e t  next to  
Spencer and H arrison Lumber Yard,
Words f a i l  to  t e l l  o f  the jo y  which th e  p eop le f e l t  
because a house o f  God had been erec te d . To put words 
in to  Reverend T orb it*s mouth would f a i l  us and so we l e t
i t  stand as i t  i s ,  he had succeeded in  b u ild in g  a church
/
in  t h is  most wicked c i t y  o f  the West. Perhaps Reverend 
T orbit f e l t  th at he was c a lle d  on ly  to  do th e  p ion eerin g  
work fo r  God in  t h i s  c i t y .  In  1865 we fin d  th a t he had 
g iven  up th e task  o f  preaching and had h ired  out as a c le rk
1 The Montana P o s t , December 31, 1864.
l a  the city* A t . t h i s  |ob  hm d id  m% la s t  long: for early
' •- I
i n  th e  s p r in g  o f  th e  same year-he- Had l e f t  th e  c ity *
Only god know® how f a r  re a c h in g  th e  work o f  t h i s  
h e ro ic  p reacher', was* The .ground was rough and e toney  
b u t p a t ie n c e  and per© everan ee  c le a re d  i t  enough, f o r  t h e  
f r u i t  to- grow* As .B a p tis ts  we a r e  t r u l y  proud o f  o u r  
f o r e - r u n n e r  i n  th e  work i n  Montana*
CHAPTER I I
BAPTI ST CHURCHES FOUNDED AI3JD ORGANIZED BEFORE 1900...
THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF MORTAHA
The above t i t l e  i s  claim ed by th e B a p tis t  Church 
in  H elena. This claim  may be h i s t o r ic a l ly  co rrect because  
we have no record a v a ila b le  showing th a t any o th er  B a p tist  
church was organized in  Montana p r io r  to  the Helena church. 
However, there was some C h r istia n  work done in  the T err ito ry  
o f  Montana along th e B a p tis t  l i n e s  p r io r  to  H elena, namely 
Reverend T orbit*e work in  V irg in ia  C ity  whose sto ry  we have 
recorded in  th e opening chapter.
The work in  the c a p ita l  c i t y  was begun as e a r ly  a s  
"previous* to 1870. The moral co n d itio n s in  th e c i t y  were 
as they were in  any oth er mining camp o f  the tim e. That 
H elena had been made the c a p ito l  c i t y  d id  not change the  
scene very much. The usual amusement estab lish m en ts were 
th ere  and the p la c e s  where the gold  d ig g ers l o s t  most o f  
t h e ir  go ld  a t  tim es were a ls o  p rese n t, namely "hurdy- 
gurdy" p la c e s . In to  t h is  a l l  s id ed  s o c ie ty  th e C h r istia n  
workers o f  a l l  the lea d in g  denominations en tered . The 
B a p t is ts  entered  a t  the above date and began to do some 
work.
The o r ig in a l work o f  th e B a p tis ts  in  Helena was
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begun by a co lp o rteu r , Mr. Cady, who was t r a v e l l in g  fo r  
th e  American B a p tis t  P u b lic a tio n  S o c ie ty . I t  was the  
work o f  the co lp orteu r not on ly  to s e l l  th e  p u b lic a tio n s  
but a lso  to  preach in  obscure p la c e s  where no C hristian  
work was b ein g  done, and a lso  to survey p o s s ib le  lo c a t io n s  
fo r  a B a p tis t  church and organ ise  one i f  p o s s ib le .  Mr.
Cady stood tru e to h is  m ission  and en ter in g  Helena he ev­
id e n t ly  v is u a lis e d  th e c i t y  as having a fu tu re  o f  being one 
o f  the lea d in g  c i t i e s  o f  Montana. Consequently he reasoned  
th a t there was room fo r  a B a p tis t  church, Upon commencing 
a aurwey he soon found some B a p tis ts  a lready d w ellin g  in  the  
c i t y .  Courageously he organised  a church eonsjosed o f  the  
B a p t is ts  who h eld  membership elsew here but who now moved 
t h e ir  l e t t e r s  to th e  Helena church.
Two la d ie s ,  w ell known to B a p tis ts  in  H elena, Mrs, 
Johnston and Mrs. Lakey, were le a d e rs  in  t h i s  e a r ly  a tte iip t. 
Kr. Cady l e f t  the c i t y  fo r  more p ion eer  work elsew here and 
th e  sm all new church was w ithout a shepherd. Soon, however, 
another adventurous B a p tis t  m in ister  came to H elena, 
namely Reverend L. B. W oolfolk, He arr ived  in  Helena 
v ia  Ogden, Utah, in  1871 and stayed  fo r  one year or perhaps 
two. The m eetings were h eld  in  the courthouse and th ea ter  
a lt e r n a te ly .  He reported  good attend ance. I t  has been r e ­
ported  by persons who can r e c a l l  th e ir  k in fo lk s  ta lk  about
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W oolfolk1 a sta y  in  Helena th a t he was a good humored person  
and was ra th er w ell l ik e d . • The Lord b leosed  h is  work fo r  he 
b a p tised  th ree  persons w hile thex,,e . R egardless o f  how 
the work went fo r th , W oolfolk decided to le a v e  H elena. H is 
sa la ry  was not much more than C l ,200.00 a year, o f  which the  
American B a p tis t  Home M ission  S o c ie ty  paid  C l,0 0 0 .0 0 . Bm> 
to  the h igh  p r ic e s  which always fo llow ed  the gold  camps 
Reverend W oolfolk found i t  hard to  make ends meet in  sup­
p o rtin g  h is  la r g e  fa m ily . S ince fin a n ces  became a problem  
*
fo r  him he decided to le a v e . How th e  church became sh a t­
tered  because no man fo llow ed  to  take up the work.
In  the meantime prominent men from the East came 
to  seek a fu ture p o s it io n  in  the new Vtest. 1’any o f  
them came to Helena and among them was a very prominent , 
man, namely, John V/. Eddy. He was a B® t i  at and e v id e n tly  
m issed the fe llo w sh ip  he had enjoyed a t  home in  the B a p tis t  
church. The fa c t  th a t th ere  was not a  B a p tis t  church in  
a l l  o f  ISontana began to  work on him, and consequently he 
s e t  out to see  how many B a p tis ts  he could fin d  in  H elena.
H is survey revealed  th at there were f i f t e e n  fa m ilie s  th ere . 
In sp ired  by t h is  fa c t  he wrotd a l e t t e r  to th e East pour­
in g  h i s  heart out about the d ep lorab le s itu a t io n  o f  not 
having B a p tis t  work in  such a g rea t t e r r ito r y . The f o l ­
low ing was h is  appeal to the E ast I
I have been look in g  around fo r  the p eop le o f
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e a r  f a i t h  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  and have e n r o l le d  
f i f t e e n  names o f  orenounced  B a p tis ts *  T here 
a r e  s e v e ra l  h e re  who were fo rm e rly  members o f  
B a p t ib t  c h u rc h e s , h u t a r e  now co nnected  w ith  th e  
P r e s b y te r ia n s  and M eth o d is ts*  T here  a r e  
no r i c h  men among o u r p e o p le , h u t I  am su re  th e r e  
a r e  some good w i l l in g  w orkers here*  The p re s*  
i d e n t  o f  o u r  bank , who i s  a r e s id e n t  ©f th e  
w est s id e ,  on my su g g e s tin g  t h a t  1 would l i k e  
to  se e  a  good church  b u i l t  on th e  w est s id e  
by th e  B a p t i s t s  v o lu n ta r i l y  o f f e r e d  to  g iv e  
$2 5$ tow ard e s t a b l i s h in g  on e , p ro v id in g  one 
shou ld  be e r e c te d  w orth  n o t  l e s s  th a n  # 5 ,0 0 0 ,
I  have no doub t o th e r s  would g iv e  tow ard  such an 
e n t e r p r i s e ,  w ere th e r e  re a s o n a b le  hope o f  i t s  con* 
sum ation* I s  th e r e  n o t some way to  do i t ?  Think 
Of i t !  Hot a  B a p t i s t  chu rch  i n  a l l  Montana! 1 
th in k  X c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  manage #1 ,000  o f  th e  0 0 s t  
h e r e  th ro u g h  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  ©f 'th o s e  who d e s i r e  
to  s e e  th e  town grow, and have  i t s  b e s t  good a t  
h e a r t ,  b u t  how can  we g e t  th e  #4 ,000? Has n o t 
some one been so p ro s p e re d  i n  th e  B a s t ,  where bus* 
i a e s s  h a s  re v iv e d  i n  such a  m arked d eg ree  d u rin g  
th e  l a s t  y e a r ,  a s  to  b e  w i l l in g  to  b u i ld  th e  F i r s t  
Church f o r  th e  B ap ti s t s  i n  Montana? 1 have l e t t e r s  
from  s e v e ra l  B a p t i s t  m in is t e r s  who would now be 
w i l l in g  to  come and mark w ith  u s ,  p ro v id e d  means 
c o u ld  be t h a t  would e n a b le  them to  W rk  
a d v a n ta g e u s ly , and I  am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  a  g rand  
work co u ld  be done h e re  by th e  r i g h t  k in d  o f  a  
man, f o r  th e  denom ination  and th e  g e n e ra l  g o o d ,1
P erh ap s  i t  was t h i s  a p p e a l o f  Judge Bddy t h a t  p ro *  
mo te d  th e  Am erican B a p t i s t  Home Mi sa lo n  S o c ie ty  to  send 
B everend Mason to  ta k e  up th e  work a t  t h a t  tim e* H is 
l a b o r s  r e s u l t e d  i n  th e  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  church  
on December 5 * IS 8 0 ,  The H elena church  en joyed  th e  fe llo w *
1 John  Bddy Scrapbook, Montana H i s t o r i c a l  L ib ra r y ,  
H e len a , M ontana, v o l .  3* A r t i c l e  tak en  from  Ix a m in e r and 
C h ro n ic le*  Bovember 2 ? , 1 8 ?? . *” *
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sh ip  o f  p rom inen t men such a s  T e r r i t o r i a l  Governor L e s l ie ,
1
Judge Rddy and o th e r s .  C e n tra l ly  lo c a te d  and p erh ap s
h a r in g  more B a p t i s t s  than  any o th e r  church  i n  th e  s t a t e
i n  th e  decades o f  th e  e ig h t i e s ,  th e  H elena church a lso
en joyed  being  lo oked  up to  a s  th e  c e n tr a l  p la c e  f o r  th e
B a p t i s t s  to  m eet. T h is i s  in d ic a te d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e
fo l lo v in g  c a l l  was is s u e d  to  a l l  B a p t is t  m in is te r s  and in *
t e r e s t e d  laymen to  meet i n  Helena**
A c a l l  h a s  r e c e n t ly  been is s u e d  and s ig n ed  by a l l  
th e  ( f i r e )  B a p t i s t  p a s to r s  i n  th e  T e r r i to r y ,  f o r  a  
g e n e ra l  r a l l y  o f  Montana B a p t i s t s ,  a t  th e  c a p i t a l ,  
Septem ber 1 9 t h  and 2 0 th , f o r  th e  pu rpose  o f  organ* 
ia in g  a  B a p t i s t  A sso c ia tio n  f o r  th e  T e r r i to r y ,  and
f o r  th e  m utual a c q u a in ta n ce  and co u n se l.
The c a l l  in c lu d e d  d e le g a te s  from each o f  th e  (n ine) 
B a p t is t  ch u rch es now o rg a n ise d , and a ls o  an u rg e n t 
re q u e s t f o r  th e  p re se n c e  and counse l o f  re p re s e n t*  
a t iv e s  o f  B a p t i s t s  from ev e ry  p o r t io n  o f  th e  t e r ­
r i t o r y  where no church e x i s t s .
Sermons and a d d re sse s  w i l l  be d e l iv e re d  by Rev, Cm 
C la rk , o f  B u t te ,  Rev, George B , Bowney, o f  M iles  C ity , 
Rev, D. Mo G regor, o f  M isso u la , and o th e r s ,
Every  B a p t i s t  # 1 0  re a d s  t h i s  n o t ic e  i s  s p e c ia l ly  r e ­
q u es ted  to  send a  copy to  every  B a p t is t  he may know 
r e s id in g  i n  th e  t e r r i t o r y  where no B a p t is t  Church 
e x i s t s .
D uring th e  y e a rs  from  1880 to  1883 th e  H elena Church 
had  b ees  engaged i n  b u i ld in g  a  ch u rch . The la y in g  o f  th e
1 See C hap ter V fo r  th e  c o l l e t s  s to ry  o f th e s e  men,
2- m a m - W i z  q w s u k  2* .  1883 , p . 3.
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corn er-ston e on September 20, 1883 ®ay have been a t  
th e  com pletion o f th e  church* The fu tu r e  o f  t h is  church 
was b r ig h t and i t  went fo r th  under the lead ersh ip  o f  very  
a b le  pastor® to accongjlish g rea t th in g s  fo r  th e  Kingdom o f  
God* The same ups and downs whioh v i s i t  th e  average  
church came to  Helena too* but in s te a d  o f being d efeated  
the church pushed on and undoubtedly s e t  a good example 
fo r  the o th er churches which were to follow *
At th is  tim e the church i s  being served by th e  Rev­
erend Henry M, Koslow*
1 #
T in  z i r t  i  n
pottss## m mul4 g iro  th io  «&urofc mmthe* mm# a sw  
l a  km §& m  o ith  th e  legation *  n as# iy t "tfeo 'Jc^ltol
B aptist ctarcfe**
Mile# c i ty  «as i s  the « r l i « r  day® 'the mmlto l o f  
tli# ewritoya* i?# most not* Mmrnr,, t e  the ooadludien 
that they the in stig a to rs  M  the m&mftoT* o f  the 
deed® iMflto dooonbed 111#® S fty  as its# *?wigh Pino®11 i»
I88d aad 1081* I t  «oo the Im uoloa i f  the '4mm o f  e«U> 
obi«b gov# r ise  to  tli® above description, for «o rmmI "Donee.
%
h a lls  aad.eoleene plootifiCt ®M 014 a thriving fcnatiieee** 
fho mm  anther called  Mile® c ity  th e  Plane®* ftiio
d eeev lp ties mmnmt be qnmtiQit®& shea m  earns!dor that 
4flf4dflig and figh tin g  oere the order o f the day* f® ©nlc® 
tbs situ a tio n  sio W in te r *  the loo  enforoerao&t was very 
olaok* leaving nothing for the srongdoero to 1® o fto ld  of*.
Froa th is  b r ie f  description o f  m ie s  c i ty  *e ooci 
read ily  understand that I t  w o  not a paradise in to  ohieb tho
1 4 |* *& b*tara*<6 WLotpyat o f  th e  Y ello ig e to a e  m i i e v ,  
a s te r n
W ? # p .  -144.
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R everend J .  R. H e w itt, a  P r e s b y te r ia n ,  walked when i n  1879 
h e  v en tu re d  h ie  f i r s t  v i s i t  to  th e  Cowboy C a p i ta l ,  Follow * 
ta g  Mm came th e  M eth o d is ts  and th e  iS p lso o p a lian s  a s  w e ll 
ae  o th e r  deno m in atio n s, th e  B a p t i s te  b e in g  th e  l a s t  to  
come i n  1 8 8 2 .  At t h a t  tim e  th e re  was no chu rch  b u ild in g  i n  
M iles  C i ty .  Rev. H un tley  same to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  B a p t i s te .
The B e rth  D akota and M aste rs  Montana p r a i r i e s  were 
w ide open sp a c e s , s p a r s e ly  p o p u la te d , b u t th e  Reverend 
H u n tley  was p re p a re d  to  t r a v e l  w ith o u t th e  co m fo rts  o f  e a r s  
o r  t r a i n s .  H is  v i s io n  and s e a l  had ta u g h t h i s  to  see  
Montana a s  a  m iss io n  f i e l d  read y  f o r  th e  h a rv e s t  and so he  
" s e t  h i s  fa c e  a s  a  f l i n t *  w estw ard. I t  was th u s  t h a t  h s  
e n te re d  m i s s  C i ty .  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h i s  G enera l Mis­
s io n a ry  f o r  th e  Am erican B a p t i s t  Home M ission  S o c ie ty  had 
dec id ed  t h a t  he  would prom ote th e  b u i ld in g  o f  a  do sen  
chu rch es  a lo n g  th e  n o r th e rn  P a o if1 c l i n e  betw een F arg o , 
B e r th  D akota and M iles  C i ty ,  Montana*
The ground was read y  i n  M iles  C i ty  f o r  th e  sowing o f  
Cod*8 Good Hews by B a p t i s t  a g e n c ie s . A number o f  f o lk s  o f  
B ap ti s t  f a i t h  had a l re a d y  s e t t l e d  i n  th e  c i t y .  R everend 
H u n tley  a t  ones c o n ta c te d  them and in v i t e d  them to  a  m eet­
in g  which was to  be h e ld  i n  th e  so h o o lh o u ss . The re sp o n se  
was fa v o ra b le  and th e  work was begun.
The l i t t l e  band o f  B a p t i s t s  d ec id ed  to  o rg a n is e  in to
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a church and on February 5 , 1882 t h i s  d e c is io n  became a 
r e a l i t y .  The fo llo w in g  were ch arter  members — C. A, 
W inchester, Arthur W. M ile s , 13. V. Hunt, W. H. C a m b ell,
Mrs. F lora  h e a te r , Mrs., Ada H ev it, and' Mrs. F . A. Routhin.
We marvel a t  the courage and f a ith  which th e se  staunch  
p eop le  p o sse ssed . S urely  they  must have had no fe a r  o f  
nan, o n ly  a h o ly  fea r  o f  God, There seemed to  be no 
o p p o sitio n  to  Hey, H untley’ s  p la n , the church b u ild in g  wae 
erected  in  A p ril o f  t h i s  y ea r . I t  may be o f  in t e r e s t  to
t
fu tu re  readers to know th a t  th e  B a p t is t s  were th e  f i r s t  to
1
er e c t  a  church b u ild in g  in  M iles C ity .
S in ce  HeVerend H untley was a General M issionary and 
not ab le  to remain perm anently on the f i e l d ,  t h is  band o f  
B a p tis ts  were soon faced  w ith  th e  problem o f  c a l l in g  a 
p a sto r  o f  th e ir  own. I t  was f i r s t  n ecessary  to  request 
f in a n c ia l  help  form th e  Home M ission  S o c ie ty . This was 
granted and Reverend George B. Bowney, C lif to n  Hark, Hew 
J er se y , became the ch o ic e . Reverend Bowney answered th e  
c a l l  in  th e  a ff ir m a tiv e  and came in to  M iles C ity  in  A p ril 
o f  1882, Juat in  tim e to  promote th e  com pletion o f  the  
church e d i f i c e .  The work made rap id  p ro g ress  and th e  
f i r s t  Sunday in  June, J u st e ig h t  weeks a f t e r  th e  beginning
i '■-i »i imiiii»i ip ■ wtmmmmmmmmmrnmtmm -
1 The Y ellow stone Jou rn al, M iles C ity , August 19 ,1882 .
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o f  th e work, the church "building m e  s u f f ic ie n t ly  completed
to h o ld  s e r v ic e s  in  i t *  I t  m s  in  August o f  th e same year
th at the church stood com pletely  f in ish e d  a s  a testim ony to
th e  earn est f a i t h  o f  t h is  hand o f  God’ s people* We read,
"The cozy l i t t l e  B a p tis t  church i s  now con^plete, th e  s e a ts
1
having heen p laced  in  p o s i t i o n  Wednesday We have no 
fu r th er  in form ation  in  regard to  the c o s t  o f  th is  b u ild in g ,  
a l l  we know i s  th a t  th e A m erican'B aptist Home M ission S o c ie ty  
assumed one th ir d  o f the c o s t  and th e church was re sp o n sib le  
fo r  the rest*
Everything wae now i n  order fo r  th e forward march, the  
church had a p a s to r , a b u ild in g  o f  th e ir  own, and a lo y a l  
band o f C h r istia n s to uhdergird  the v7ork. The Lord looked  
w ith favor upon t h i s  good s ta r t  and He m anifested  H im self in  
th e ir  m idst by adding some new members in  August o f  1882.
The next two year p eriod  proved to be a tim e o f  much hard 
work with few re su lts*  The Lord b le ssed  them by g iv in g  them 
one convert who was b ap tized  on June 29, 1884, As fa r  as 
i s  known, t h i s  was the f i r s t  baptism al s e r v ic e  h e ld  in  the  
Y ellow stone V a lle y . Vrom th a t tim e on the work must have 
p rogressed  ra p id ly  fo r  in  1886 th e church e d i f ic e  became 
too em ail fo r  th e  con gregation . Something had to be done
1 The Y ellow stone Jou rn al, M iles City* August 19,
1882.
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and i t  was decided to b u ild  an a d d itio n  to  the church.
A corajaittee was appointed to in v e s t ig a te  the m atter and 
.when they gave a favorab le  report the work was begun a t  
once. B eal s a c r i f ic e  by the members togeth er  with  
l ib e r a l  g i f t s  from ovstsiders made t h is  d e c is iv e  step  a 
v ic to r y . I t  was f e l t  th a t th e  new stru ctu re  needed a b e l l  
and so two men o f  n a tio n a l repute stepped in  to  f u l f i l l  the  
need. General B el son A. H ile s  gave f i f t y  d o lla r s  and 
'.villiam R o c k e fe lle r , V ice P resid en t o f  th e  Standard O il 
Company, gave one hundred dollars*:
Then the g rea t day arrived  both fo r  the whole United  
S ta te s  and fo r  the P i le s  C ity  B a p tis t  Church, namely Ju ly  4, 
1886.
For the H i e s  Ci ty  Church t h i s  fourth  o f  J u ly  i s  r e ­
membered as th e  date t3icn they  ded icated  the remodeled church. 
Dr. G. B. Uorse from Bozeman came to  a s s i s t  in  t h is  groat 
ce leb ra tio n  and he preached the sermon o f  th e  day.
Two y ea rs la t e r  {1888} the church l o s t  i t s  very ab le  
le a d e r . Rev. Downey. He was c a lle d  to take up the work in  
P endleton, Oregon.
The church did  not c a l l  a p a sto r  to serve them at  
t h i s  tim e, in ste a d  they asked the p r in c ip a l o f  the c i t y
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sch o o ls  to  take over the d u tie s  o f  a p a s to r . He assumed 
the d u tie s  o f  p a sto r  and h is  work was so e f f i c i e n t  that  
he continued to serve u n t i l  1900.
During t h is  time th e church had a g rea t help in  
Chaplain Isaac Newton R itn er , B. S, Army, s ta tio n e d  a t  
Port Keogh. He conducted weekly prayer m eetings and preach­
ed one Sunday a month. B efore becoming a ch ap la in , Reverend
R itner had been the p a sto r  o f  the E leventh  S tr e e t  B a p tis t  
1
Church, Phi lad elp h i a , Pennaylvani a .
The church did  not survive the g re a t economic depres­
sio n  which struck  the c i t y  a t  t h is  tim e. The members be­
came unable to support the work and the Home M ission S o c ie ty  
was eq u a lly  unable to lend i t rs support. Consequently, the  
church d isso lv e d  i t s e l f  about the time o f  the turn o f  th e  
century and the property  was so ld  in  190 6 and became the  
f i r s t  B i l e s  C ity  h o s p ita l .  L ater the b u ild in g  was r e ­
m odelled in to  apartments.
I t  seemed now th a t the B a p tis t  work in  M iles C ity  
was ended. But th ere  must s t i l l  have been a remnant l e f t  
who cherished a hope o f  see in g  th e B a p tis t  church r e -e s ta b lis h ­
ed. T h is hope took the form o f  a r e a l i t y  in  191? when the 
Colporteur M issionary fo r  the American B a p tis t  P u b lica tio n
1 The above in form ation  concerning R itner was sup­
p l i e d  by Mrs. G. r .  H i l e s ,  daughter o f  R itn er , who, togeth er  f 
with her husband gave the church a four p ie c e  p u lp it  se  in  
memory o f  her fa th er .
S o c ie ty  a r r iv e d  i n  th© city® A m eeting  m o  c a l le d  i n  th e
co u rth o u se  and th e  f o l io  t in g  p e rso n s  re s o lv e d  to  o rg n n i so
o church  «* Bc-veren& end K ro . JT.icholao tfelreham, BdtJard L*- '
H orton , 17. 3?. S tam cfo re , Hro* BachoX D unlop, H&»o. L u c ia
Dunlop, D eter liortonsen , I'd so  0 .  Boy, Hr* and lira . 0 .  B0
leb o io fce r. L a te r  i n  th e  yens* net? members jo in e d  and a  net?
church  e d i f i c e  mac p la n n ed . S o 'th e  jo y  o f  th e  members, th e
/
l o t s  o f th e  o r ig in a l  B a p t i s t  church  u e re  f o r  o a le  and th e y  
sp a red  n o th in g  to  p u rc h ase  th e  oame*. I t  m o  f u l l y  r e a l i s e d
* t  *
t h a t  huge o a o r i f i c e s  would have to  bo made on th e  p a r t  o f  
oaoh member i f  c  church  e d i f i c e  -das to  bo b u i l t ,  f a c in g  
t h i n ,  b u t h av ing  undaunted  f a i t h ,  t h i s  sm all band onco 
a g a in  v en tu red  in to  th e  deep and i n  1913 a s n a i l  chu rch  m s  
b u i l t ,
The p r e s e n t  e d u c a tio n a l p l a n t  m e  made p o o o lb le  
th rough  fu n d s re c e iv e d  from  th e  e s t a t e  o f  33r, S . F re d  Cole
t
o f  tU l©6 C ity .  T h is  fund  d id  n o t e n t i r e l y  coves* th e  c o a t  o f  
th e  p r e s e n t  tw en ty  thousand  (020,000) d o l la r  p la n t., fh o  
church  gave d .  JO f o r  each d o l l a r  r e c e iv e d . T h is p l a n t  i s  
a  th r e e  f lo o r  s t r u c t u r e .  The basem ent io  used  f o r  au d ien ce  
room, th e  f i r s t  f lo o r  i s  u sed  f o r  claosroom o and chu rch  
p a r l o r  and th e  second f lo o r  i s  u sed  f o r  In te rm e d ia te  and 
J u n io r  d ep a rtm en ts  o f  th e  Sunday S ch o o l. The whole 
church  p la n t  a s  i t  now s ta n d s  (1934) i s  w orth 04«>,0OO.
f M s  hy  t&# Mm® m & M m
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THE BOTE BAPTIST CHURCH
I t  i s  o fte n  th a t two th in g s happen a t  the same tim e 
and th a t the one becomes famous, yes,* world famous, and th a t  
the other works in  more or le e s  obscurity*  This i s  not 
to  say th at the l e s s  known i s  o f  le a s  im portance but th a t  
i t  i s  not recognized  by a l l  to have equal im portance w ith  
the g rea ter  event*
In  B utte two even ts happened the same y ea r , one 
event was the cause o f  g iv in g  B utte the nickname "the r ic h ­
e s t  h i l l  on earth", th e o th er  event was the cause o f  bring­
in g  hundreds o f  so u ls  to  f in d  peace in  heart and mind. The 
one event has caused a book to be w r itten  e n t i t l e d  "The 
’«ar o f  th e  Copper K ings", the o ther event h as caused no 
book to  be w r itten , but has caused many Raises to be w r it ­
ten  in  the ''Lambs Book o f  L ife" . The two ev en ts  are;
"The d iscovery  o f  the Anaconda copper mine" and "The organ­
iz a t io n  o f the E lr s t  Bax»tist Church o f  Butte"*
In the r e s t l e s s  days o f  go ld  d isc o v e r ie s  in  Mont­
ana thousands o f  men were ready to move from camp to caugp 
on a mere moment*0 n o tice*  When Alder Gulch was d iscovered  
Bannack became alm ost depopulated. So i t  was when the 
rumors carae th a t go ld  was d iscovered  where B u tte  i s  lo c a t ­
ed today. Hundreds o f  men moved northward. But the gold  
in  the h i l l s  o f  B utte was not p len teou s enough to warrant
2 ?
i
the b u ild in g  o f  a c i t y .  1'here ■was enough g o ld , however, 
to  tempt some hundreds to s ta y . But i t  was the copper 
d isco v ery  which re v o lu tio n iz ed  the economic p ic tu r e  o f  
B utte and i t  caused that rocky landscape to become th e  
s i t e  o f the la r g e s t  c i t y  in  Montana.
We need not assume th a t B utte was a’ g e n tle r  spot 
in  Montana in  l£C2 than were the r e s t  o f  such mining e s t ­
ablishm ents throughout th e  s t a t e .  The need o f a transform - 
a tin g  power on man1s h eart fo r  the good was ju s t  as n eces­
sary  a s the c a p i t a l i s t i c  fo r c e s  e n te r in g / B u tte to 
u t i l i z e  the copper fortu n e.
Reverend M. T. Lamb, sen t to  Montana by th e American 
B a p tis t  Home M ission S o c ie ty , came to B utte in  the l a s t  p art  
o f  December. T his was in  th e year 1881. The survey o f  the
c i t y f s  p op u la tion  to  fin d  out th e ir  church a f f i l i a t i o n s  r e -\
su ite d  in  a d iscovery  o f  th ir ty  or more B a p t is t s .  Y/itb th a t
s
many who he f e l t  would respond to a s e r ie s  o f  m eetings 
he rented  a vacant s to r e  and equipped i t  m ainly w ith  M s own 
money, paying §40.00 a month in  r e n t . Some money would o f  
course come in  a t th e m eetings and he hoped th a t such o f ­
fe r in g s  would cover the r e n t . The m eetings continued fo r  
f iv e  weeks. At the c lo s e  6f  t h is  s e r ie s  o f  m eetings Rev­
erend Lamb wanted to  organ ize a church.
2 6
P revious to Reverend Lamb's a r r iv a l in  B utte  
Reverend L. B. Y/oolfolk, who we found l e f t  Helena in  1873, 
had labored on the f i e l d  fo r  some tim e and had drawn the  
B a p tis t  peop le to g e th e r , Then when Reverend Lamb arrived  
the peqple were ready to jo in  togeth er  in  a church organ­
iz a t io n , At the m eeting on February 23, 1882 both Rev­
erend W oolfolk and Reverend Lamb were p resen t,
. There are two accounts o f  th e organ ization  o f  the  
B u tte church. One i s  a report sent to the Montana B a p tis t  
A sso c ia tio n  M eeting, Helena which reads as fo llo w s:
Rev, M. T, Lamb, o f  I l l i n o i s ,  sen t to  Montana 
by the American B a p tis t  Home M ission S o c ie ty  to labor  
in  such f i e l d  or f i e ld s  as a f te r  co n su lta tio n  w ith  
Brother Mason, o f Helena, might be thought b e s t ,  came 
to B utte C ity  the l a s t  o f  December, 1881. A fter  f in d ­
in g  th ir ty  or more B a p t is ts , decided to remain and 
organ ize a church. Rented a s to re  room fo r  §40.00  
a month, and f i t t e d  i t  up m ain ly  a t  h is  own charges, 
began a s e r ie s  o f  m eetings, which were continued  
about f iv e  weeks, when, with a s s is ta n c e  o f  Reverend 
Dr. W oolfolk, a church was organized , w ith s ix te e n  
(16) names upon th e l i s t ,  February 23, 1882.1
The second account we have was subm itted to the
church in  conference June 8 , 1890 and r a t i f ie d  by same.
The report reads as fo llo w s:
Our church was organized February 16, 1882 
under the d ir e c t io n  o f Rev. L. B. W oolfolk o f  Tracy, 
Dakota, who had, by preaching and working in  the
Minutes o f  the Montana B a p tis t  A sso c ia tio n , 
H elena, Montana, 1883.
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community, drawn the B a p tis t  p eop le  to g e th er .
B. B. F. P e lto n , who has s in c e  served th e  church 
lon g  and f a i t h f u l ly ,  aot€d a s  c le r k . B esid es th e  
ones m entioned, th ere  were p resen t th e fo llo w in g s  
Mary A. P e lto n , Mary A. Carey, Mary P ow ell, Vine 
Humphrey and Rev; M. T. Larab, the l a t t e r  rendering  
va lu ab le  a s s is ta n c e  in  i t s  o r g a n isa t io n .!
We need not d is c r e d it  e i th e r  o f  th e se  two r e sp e c t­
ab le  m in is te r s . I t  i s  very p o s s ib le  that Rev. W oolfolk  
had s e t t le d  in  B utte fo r  a w h ile  and did r a l ly  the B a p tis ts  
p rev iou s to  Lamb’ s coming. V/© find ,how ever,no n o tic e  in  
th e  lo c a l  paper a t  th a t tim e o f U oclfo lk  h o ld in g  r e l ig io u s  
m eetings. We f in d , however, th a t he was g iv in g  a p u b lic  
le c tu r e  on th e  same day a s  he was to 'h a v e  organized the  
church. V?©, read; "Dr. L. E. W oolfolk w i l l  le c tu r e  on ’The
Future o f America1 a t  Renow’ s H a ll, Thursday evening Feb.
2
16 . P r ic e  o f  adm ission $0 c e n ts ,"
We f e e l  th a t th e account o f Rev. Lamb’s  work i s  
co rrec t and th a t Rev, 'Woolfolk was on the f i e l d  and rend­
ered v a lu a b le  h e lp , both m in is te r s  h elp in g  in  th e  s e r ie s  
o f  m eetin gs. We accep t February 23, 1882 a s  th e  date o f  
o rg a n isa tio n  o f  the B u tte  church.
The Reverend Lamb seems to  have taken over the work 
o f  t h is  sm all group in  th e  months th a t fo llo w ed . The meet­
in g  p la ce  was in  the C ap lice  H all. The ou tlook  fo r  good 
work in  B u tte and v ic in i t y  must have been prom ising fo r  we
1 Report subm itted to  church in  con ference, June 8 ,1 8 9 0 .
2 ^ e k ly  Interraountaln, B u tte , February 16 , 1882.
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f in d  a la y  m ission ary  1 . C. s rauch a r r iv in g  on the. f i e l d  
in  M arch,of 1882. th e  church a t t h i s  tim e had an organ­
is e d  Sunday School under the d ir e c t io n  o f Mr. Braueh. The
t t , j
f i r s t  s e s s io n  m s  h e ld  May 4 , 1882.
Beverend Lamb was c a l le d  by th e church to  be th e ir '  
p a sto r  fo r  s ix  -months* he accep ted . We do not know what 
caused Reverend Lamb to r e s ig n  from th e church a f te r  serv ­
in g  on ly  three o f  the s i x  months* .T h is  l e f t  th e new church 
body w ithout a tra in ed  le a d e r  who could  devote h im se lf  
f u l l y  to  th e  work and i t  proved to  be somewhat weakening 
to the church as a whole. There was enough enthusiasm  
to  h o ld  them uni t'ed u n t i l  the l a t t e r  p art o f  Hovember when 
-Dwight Spencer, American B a p tis t  Home M iss io n 's  m ission ary , 
arr iv ed  on the f i e l d .  He conducted a  s e r ie s  o f  m eetings  
which proved h e lp fu l to  the church. Old members were 
rev ived  .and se v era l persons were added to  the church by 
l e t t e r  and baptism ., Spencer had to  c lo s e  h is  work with the- 
B u tte church ..for th a t tim e and go on to other needy f ie ld ® .
Mr. Brauoh, th e  la y  m ission ary , su p p lied  the p u lp it  
u n t i l  June 24, 1883 when C, W. Clark,, appointed  by the  
Horae M ission S o c ie ty , was a b le  to  g et to  the f i e l d .  
took charge and acted  as p a sto r  o f  th e  church. Hot much 
n o tic e a b le  p rogress was made under h is  lead ersh ip  but he 
did  g e t th e p eop le  to  th ink  in  terras o f  a house o f  worship.
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These thoughts soon m a te r ia lised  in to  a f in e  house o f  
worship on the corner o f  Broadway and Montana S tr ee ts*
The d ed ica tio n  se r v ic e  was h eld  December 21, 1685 w ith  
Reverend H, B, Be W itt, from S a lt  Lake, d e liv e r in g  th e  ded­
ic a to r y  sermon. Reverend and Mrs. H artly o f  Ogden^Utah, 
a s s is t e d  in  th e  s e r v ic e .
tinder the lead ersh ip  o f  Reverend 0 . E. Barrow the  
church experienced  a g rea t l i f t  f in a n c ia l ly  which made 
them a b le  to c le a r  the e n t ir e  debt o f the church.
The B utte church has s in c e  rem odelled th e  church 
and purchased a two apartment house next to th e church 
where th ere  i s  ample room fo r  the pastor*© o f f i c e ,  Sunday 
School rooms, young p eo p le*3 rooms, and a lso  a very f in e  
p la c e  fo r  such m eetings a© p a s to r ’ s con feren ces.
The F ir s t  B a p tis t  Church can look  back up i t s  
work w ith p lea su re . I t  i s  now one o f  the lea d in g  B a p tis t  
churches in  th e  s t a t e ,  i f  not the lead in g  one. The 
p resen t p a sto r  i s  a very ab le  man and has presen ted  many 
f in e  id e a s  to  other churches regarding ways to e n l i s t  a l l  
th e  variou s departments o f  th e  church in  f u l l  cooperation  
w ith the whole church program. Reverend Boy B arnett i s  
c e r ta in ly  a very capable p a sto r  fo r  th is  most a c t iv e  church.
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In  O to v ea c v ille  many ItoptlB io fm n  o ilier  p a rte  o f  
America. had cone to l i v e ,  \3ien th e  number become o g  grea t  
th a t some o? tbo len d in g  men became i  a t cron ted  in  h n v ics  
n church th ey  responded favorab ly  to  Reverend J« T. ilaeon 
"hen he came to  v i r i t  th en , Beverend haoon r.ao a t  th a t  t in e  
General B nptiot r:iccionnyy fo r  I.Toratcnn, Thcoc co o p le  
rrere v ia ite d  ecvera! tim co "by Reverend Rboon b efo re  an 
a t t e s t  uac :radc to  organ! no in to  a church® fchon on Augi*ct 
27, 1802 Hgv« racoa  cod soiao o f  th e Bapti cto  orno to g eth er  
to  o rg a n ise  a 3 an ti c t chureJj, ?M o m eeting to oh p la c e  a t  
htna* B efore any mo ve wao made to  organino th e  c3■.arch 
Rev* "aeon read from .*/snlm 142s4 which rcnde*Rl  loohed  on 
ray r ig h t  hand, end b eheld , but th ere  ts-.e no inn  t-lioi would 
U m v  n e , re fu se  f a i l e d ,  n© a m  cared fo r  my ca u l’-, A fter  
rending from God9a nerd th e Reverend e^oo^nded i t  to  the  
b le s s in g  o f  a l l  preaent*
Zhon Ha con had c lo n ed  M o o a y o a li lo n  B ro th e r  ■*,
1
3 i oh coo moved to organ! sc a B aptist church, Thio motion 
was c-econdcd by »?0 c ,  hi n  tome. Reverend J? T„ rncon
1 " RGcordo o f iho S ic vers sv& l i e  3;aoti at Church" 
1882»1910, '*
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acted  as moderator, J ,  C. Bond as secre ta r y , tr u s te e s  
were Joseph K. Birap son and J . C. w illia m s. At th is  moment 
in  the m eeting the fo llo w in g  agreement was entered  in to :
v/e th e undersigned, a s  B a p t is t s , h o ld ing  le t*  
t e r s  from d if fe r e n t  B a p tis t  churches, do hereby  
en ter  in to  solemn covenant to be governed by the r u le s ,  
d o ctr in es  and usages o f  the B a p tis t  denomination, as  
compiled by Rev, J , Newton Brown, in  the encyclopedia  
o f  r e l ig io u s  knowledge, and to u se  our e f f o r t s  fo r  the  
promotion o f  C h r is t ia n ity  in  our m idst. This body 
sh a ll be known as the _
Btna B a p tis t  Church o f  C h r ist . 1
The fo llo w in g  p eo p le  signed t h is  agreement: J .
Bond, Moton B ickson , Sarah J .  S inpson, S a l l i e  P. Sanders,
Annie C. Simpson, Laura JP. Powers, Joseph IS. Simpson,
Rickard B, Powers and C a ll ie  W illiam s. With the above 
b u sin ess  completed the m eeting adjourned. I t  seemed as  
though th ese  peop le k<̂ >t s i l e n t  th e r e s t  o f  th e  summer.
We have no way o f  knowing nhether more p eop le jo in ed  th is  group 
during th e f a l l .  In November o f  th e same year th e church 
met fo r  the purpose o f  c a l l in g  a p astor; th e ir  ch o ice  was 
Reverend B. Me Gregor. The members seemed to  be d i s s a t i s ­
f ie d  w ith  the name o r ig in a l ly  g iv en  the church fo r  at 
t h i s  m eeting i t  was decided to change the name of~the  
church to  " S te v e n sv ille  and C o rv a llis  B a p tis t  Church”.
E v id en tly  th ere  were sev era l B a p tis ts  in  the v ic ­
i n i t y  who had watched th e development o f  the church r/ith
1 Ib id
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in t e r e s t  "but had not had enough courage to j o in  the o r ig ­
in a l  group fo r  the record o f  the church stateB  th a t a t  alm ost 
every m eeting a t t h is  e a r ly  sta g e  p eop le came w ith th e ir  church 
l e t t e r s  to j o in  th e  group.
I t  was decided th a t th e  church should hold  a b u sin ­
e s s  m eeting once a'moritls on th e Saturday which was moat 
convenient.,
Communion m e  ce leb ra ted  q uarterly ;
Bow th e church was f u l l y  organized and Reverend Ec 
Gregor accepted  th e  c a l l .  E verything .was s e t  fo r  a forward 
march, Where th e se  p eop le  h e ld  th o ir  m eetings b efore  they  
b u i l t  a church we have not been a b le  to d isc o v e r . We may 
assume w ith some c e r ta in ty  th a t they met in  the school
house when i t  was a v a ila b le . V/e read? ”Buring w in ter oev-
1
era l s e r v ic e s  were h eld  in  the School b u ild in g ”.  Ho 
s p e c if ic a t io n  i s  s ta te d  who met th ere , th erefore  vie may 
conclude that the B a p tis ts  a lso  met there sometimes. This 
s itu a t io n  could  not continue fo rev er  and the p eop le  r e a l i z ­
ed th a t a house o f  worship would ev en tu a lly  have to be  
erec te d . Consequently i t  was agreed upon a t  a regular  
busineoo mooting in  I'arch 1884 to  look  in to  the m atter o f  
secu rin g  lo t s  ih  St even sv i l i e .  Brother Bond m s  chosen
s »Rday liia g o u lia n ,. June 12 , 1949.
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to In vestiga te  tlie matter* Bwidently h i» report wits faw r*  
able for in  July the olmreh voted to toy .lots in  Stevofie*
w ills*  The lo t s  were assured and Aho to l id i ng was begun at
enso, In order to hurvy uj» Ah# work before Afe# winter 
snow and wind would oome ftersroitd l*e Gregor mao asked to  
new# to dtOYonoriXlo so that lie eotild aot as supervisor m& 
•pusher* o f the work* We f in d  m  rooord o f how fa st  the 
saute progressed* The ohurdh reoord shows Ami hewerend 
Me Gregor eostisued ass pastor through XBB5* In the m xly  
part of X88 6 fee swat fear® he«n away* The record i>swi
that ho was hook ag a in  in  Bursts a t  vhieh time ho n otified
the ehuroh that he m s  rtsignius* fit tho reeords we find  
that at a business meeting in  o f  188$. the fo l«
l o s i n g  b u s in e s s  w ai di su u seed s
Tho B a p tis t  Gfeurofe o f  S tefe tise iX le  mot in  
regular ehureh oonforonoo the second Saturday in  
WBTedber* A ft or worship and oonforonoo b u sin ess
was sa iled *  hut few present* Brother is® Srogor 
informed tho-ohmrch th a t they would liar# to  r a ise  
him a  sa la ry  o f  $20# to onab 1# him to sa rry  forward 
tho work* Ko a o tio n  taken*1
Wo read th-,t -Bider F* B# B<?ssteiek gar# t h e  discourses 
during January* February and Harsh o f  1606* This i s  an 
ivt& oatioB  that Bewersmt Mo Grogor took seme time off*
Then i s  Marsh 1 BBS  when- fee re tu rn ed  th e  ehursh asked  M s
i  m a «
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to  s ta y  f o r  a n o th e r  s ix  months* T h is  he  m ust have  c o n s e n t­
ed to  do b ecau se  we f in d  him  p r e s e n t  a t  th e  h a s t  n e s s  m eet­
in g  up t© J u n e t - a f t e r  t h a t  h e  w a s -a b s e n t which mak ee  u s  
e o n s lu d e  t h a t  h e  r e s ig n e d  i n  Ju n e  o r  J u ly  188 6*
th e  b u i ld in g  p rogram  moved ahead  v e ry  s lo w ly  and 
th e  d e d ic a t io n  s e r v ic e  m s  h e ld  on th e  f i r s t  Sunday o f  Aug­
u s t  1886* B w ight S p e n c e r , B a p t i s t  Mom® M iss io n  m issio n a ry  
i n  M ontana, m s  present a t th is  t im e , Among o th e r  i te m s  on 
th e  p rog ram , th e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s  i n  r e g a rd  to the church  
b u i ld in g  mm  p re se n te d *  I t  showed t h a t  the ch u rch  c o s t  
|2 ,9 0 4 ,  o f  t h i s  $1*452 was a l r e a d y  su b scr ib ed . At th e  m eet­
in g  a n o th e r  $400 was su b sc rib e d *  A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  1 3 0 .45  
m s  g iv e n  a t  the m eeting* The ch u rch  a sk e d  Severend  
% e n c « r  to n e g o t i a t e  w ith  th e  B a p t i s t  Home M iss io n  Board 
f o r  th e  lo a n  o f  1400*
Sow th e  ch u rch  was a l l  s i t  to -g o  ahead  p e a c e f u l ly  
i n  t h e i r  work f o r  th e  l o r d .  We sure i n c l i n e d  to  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  th e y  d id  so b ecau se  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  we read s
S t s v e n s v i l l#  -  P r o g r e s s ,  a  h e l p f u l  r o l l  c a l l .  4 
C leaned  up chu rch  d e b t ,  p a in te d  c h u rc h , l a i d  
s i  dew alk and b u i l t  fence* C lean  r e c o rd  to  c lo s e  
th e  y e a r* !
The S td v e n s v t l l e  Church h a s  k e p t  on working e v e r  s in c e  
and a t  th e  p r e s e n t  tim e  i s  u n d e r  th e  a b le  le a d e r s h ip  o f  
R everend  C h a r le s  K. M arti n«
1 Annual S e s s io n  o f  th e  Montana, B a p t i s t  A s s o c ., 1889,
p* 4
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}p laeee .afeoat wfo ©rarer there wa® roosa, More
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e f f e c t iv e  work would “be done i f  th ey  had th e ir  own b u ild in g .  
L o ts had been secured , i t  remained on ly  to  e r e c t  th e  church* 
The D illo n  B a p t is ts  were a courageous group o f  p eop le  and 
they did not shrink from t h i s  g ig a n t ic  ta sk  even though they  
were but t h ir t y - s ix  in  number.
The foundation  was soon la id  and the work was going  
ahead. At f i r s t  i t  was estim ated  th a t the b u ild in g  would 
c o s t  on ly  # 3*000.00 but i t  was soon d iscovered  th a t double 
t h i s  amount would be needed to com plete the s tr u c tu r e . The 
dim ensions o f  th e  church are fo r ty  by e ig h ty  f e e t  w ith  a 
tower forming th e  entrance which measures tw elve by tw elve  
f e e t .  I t  i s  a b r ick  b u ild in g  p a in ted  red except fo r  the  
trimmings which are w h ite . • The b u ild in g  was com pleted la t e  
in  the f a l l  o f  1886 and the d ed icatory  s e r v ic e  was h eld  
in  Hoveraber o f  the same year.
The church had a r ig h t  to  be proud o f  i t * s  accom plish­
m ents. I t  had both a church and a p a s to r . Therefore we fin d
i
th e  tr u s te e s ,  Mr, B. B, $ h it e ,  Mr. H. R. M elton, Mr, J . T.
s
D in g iey , and Mr, J .  R, Balden, f i l i n g  the a r t i c l e s  o f  in ­
corporation .
B efore t h i s  tim e i t  had been hard to have a 'reg u la r  
Sunday School, How one was organ ized  and Dr. C. G. Boble 
became th e f i r s t  Sunday School superin ten dent.
The church now moved ahead a t  slow  pace under the
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lead ersh ip  o f  a number o f  d if fe r e n t  p a sto r s .
The next o f  Important events which ye note i s . t h e
er ec tio n  o f  g parsonage. Reverend Eonry S. Cope m s  p ant- 
or a t  t h is  tim e and under h is  leadersh ip  th e parsonage  
m s  qu ick ly  erec ted . The church members a s t fo ll  o s  many 
o f  th e c i t iz e n s  o f  the c i t y  gave l ib e r a l ly  to  t h is  cause*
The work o f the church prospered under tho leadersh ip
o f  Reverend Henry S . Cope. A report o f  th e  church in  1900 
i a  very encouraging and reads a s fo llo w s;
T his i a  ono o f  our s tro n g est churches, and * 
i o  a prosperous o rg a n isa tio n  doing much fo r  th e  
cause o f  C h rist in  th e  im portant c o l le g o  town. Ue 
arc g lad  to report th a t the same p a sto r a l r e la t io n s  
csd o ta . Reverend Henry S. Cope, th e  p a sto r , has 
proven to  be a f a i t h f u l  and v ic e  le a d e r , not on ly  
appreciated  by h i s  church but by th e  c i t y  a t  la r g e .
Hio congregations are la r g e , and mad© up o f  many 
who are not C h r ist ia n s . A ll branches o f  the church 
work have been pushed. A troublesom e debt has been  
p aid  during tho year . Harmony p r e v a il o . 2-
That same year- tho church m s  a b le  to moke some changes 
such a s  rep lacin g  ch a ir s  w ith pew®, la y in g  a new carp et, 
e t c .  A generous g i f t  was presented  to th e churcll in  form 
o f  a la r g e  pednl organ to rep la ce  the o ld . The g iv e r  was 
Hr. George B. Conway.
The growth o f  the church has boen olov; but steady  
in  th e yearn s in c e  i t  m s  organ ised . Always on the a le r t
1,-ttt-t y  \-foQ i^ n tana B a p tis t  A sso c ia tio n  Annual. 1900,
p . 13.
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fo r  iK^roveraentB, a co tta g e  was purchased fo r  s o c ia l  gather­
ings* The o ld  furnace had served i t s  days and so a new one 
was secured . To meet the need fo r  a b a p t is tr y  th e men of. 
the church b u i l t  th e very b e s t ,  a f in e  con crete  stru ctu re .
The B il lo n  church i s  s t i l l  a f in e  growing church.
The p resen t p a sto r  i s  a la d y , L. B. Long, a f in e  returned
m issionary from the fo re ig n  f i e l d .  The church seems to jb e
^ * oP s a t i s f i e d  with a lad y  a t th e head o f  th e  work and th in g sa#>6 ------------------------------- -----------’ ...... - - - - - - - ... ^
or, : are running both smoothly and harm oniously.
- 2? *
1 The a ia fer ia l from whioh t h i s  w r ite  up was secured  
i s  taken from two newspaper accounts and The Montana B a p tis t
Annual *  —
a . H oliday Humber, B il lo n  I l lu s t r a t e d  Tribune.
1891-92, p .7 * ----------------------------  ----------- -
b * g i l l o n  D a ily  M essenger. Mar. 21, 1933. 
c* The Montana n a p t ls t  A asocia tion  Annual. 1900.
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Tim  m z r n m  b a p t i s t  ohorch
Bozeman i s  a beautiful l i t t l e  c ity  on the main lin e  
of the B orth ern  P a c i f i c ,  the home of one of our sta te  
school a, and prominent in  many other ways to the inhabit- 
ante as well as to the entire s ta te , th is  c ity  was v i s i t -  
ed by th e  Baptist home mi eaten workers long b e fo r e  i t  b e ­
cause the ideal c ity  i t  i s  today.
. The early record® of the F ir s t  B a p t is t  Church have 
been lo s t .  We. therefore, assume that Bozeman, as well 
as L iv in g s to n  and B illings*  were v i s i t e d  by workdera of the 
home mission beard sties© ca llin g  i t  was to  seek to estab lish  
new B aptist churches ms the towns sprang up* Probably these 
w orkers were the then residing pastors in  the s ta te . In  1883 
the Montana Baptist h istory m s s t i l l  in  the early stages. 
Few churches were i n  existance and the work was Just being 
begun.
From personal testimony i t  was learned in  190 6 that 
th e  F irst Baptist {ftmrah of Bozeman was o r g a n ise d  on Aug­
ust 4  1863. with tea  (10) charter members. The f ir s t
1
clerk of the church m s Frank H ill* B everead L. L . Wooddy 
o f Helena m s there ©a that occasion, showing that that
1 M inutes o f the Montana B a p t i s t  A s s o c ia t io n .  
1 9 0 4  p .  2 f* '     r,m
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e n e r g e t ie  worker' may h a w  had Bozeman a t  - h e a r t  and w orked
to w ard  o r g a n iz in g  a  church th e re *
S h o r t ly  a f t e r  th e y  organised a  m in i s t e r  was called* 
The c a l l  o il  to  th e  v e ry  a h ie  l e a d e r ,  namely* Referend 0* 
13, S o re # . I n  him  th e  ch u rc h  had  a  man o f  k een  vision* He 
so u g h t to  make Bozeman a  B a p t i s t  c e n t e r  i n  M ontana,
He o n ly  was M s  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  c h u rc h , h u t  h e  h ad  th e  
com m unity a s  w e ll  a s  th e  w hole M ontana B a p t i s t  y o u th  a t  
h e a r t*
The ch u rch  had  th e  M e s s in g  ©f k e e p in g  him  fo r  e ig h t
years* In 1803 the church ed ific e  was erected* The lo c a l
p a p e r  r e la t e s *  *The B a p t i s t  C ongregation  i s  e r e c t in g  a  n e a t
ch u rch  e d i f i c e  on th e  e a s t  a id #  o f  Bozeman Creek® , I n
1888 th e  r e p o r t  from  Bozeman was t h a t  th e y  h ad  had a g o o d -
2
l y  num ber o f  b ap tism * *
Zn a d d i t i o n  to  M s  work f o r  t h e  c h u rc h  Br* M orse 
e s ta b l is h e d  an academ y f o r  th e  B a p t i s t s  and  o th e r  c h i ld re n *  
In  a  Boaeman p a p e r  we f in d  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a d v e r t is e m e n t.
c
i n  r e g a r d  to  D r, Morse*® schoolJ
Bozeman B a p t is t  Academy, P r e p a r a to r y  D ep a rtm e n t, I n ­
s t r u c t o r ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  Hot* Byron H orse, M ,D .f P h .B .f  
a s s i s t a n t s  Jo h n  ? ,  s t a c k ,  M rs, J n o . S ta c k ,  G la s s  B, 
T u i t io n  | 2 £ p r ,  te rm  o f  tw en ty  week®. C la s s  A.
1 A yant W eekly C o u r ie r^  ('Bozetmn), A ugust >1, 1883* 
P* 3* v
2 M in u tes  o f  th e  M ontana B a p t i s t  A s s o c ia t io n .
1888, p. 7 .------------- ----------- - ----------------------------
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tu ition  pr* term* $2*>* Is class B* of th is  
srtrae iit Kindergarten Methods will be adopted  ami
ths youngest scholars cannot But find learning., 
p le a s a n t*  J£r* wt-nnic I s  a  m u s ic ia n  o f  f i n e  a t ta in m e n ts  
and will take general oh rge of the mate in the 
ss&desgy* Mrs, stack k s  had considerable. experience 
la tscriMag and will dewte all her ttm*'to this 
day rtsest th u s  insuring Vorou^h instruction*
Parents, will do well to address Br* Mors# Before 
SepfcesiBer
this aandesny evidently did not aueoeod* w® have not
Been e l l e  to t r a c e  i t  any f a r th e r  and thus we conclude th a t  
i t  it% l e a s t  oaiae i s  a close a t  th e  t i n s  o f  Br* Morse*s 
Ieating Boseisan*
I n  a d d it io n  to  jthl« school Br* Horse ml so e s ta b lis h e d  
a small library*  Tktm he gave to the c i t y  when he le f t *  
f i ts  H w t  B a p tis t  Shurah # f  Bo?.«mn lias s in e s  i t  
sag- founded Been on th e  upwmrd tren d *  today  C!f49) i t  i s  
one o f  th e  f i n e s t  churches in  tho s ta ts *  fh*  p a s to r  a t  
present i s  the rory able loader, B®mrmd H* it* Krisfoel she 
esaae' to  th e  ehurah i s  1944* Under h i s  gu idance th e  ohureti 
1® enjoying good growth and f i m  fellow ship*
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THE LXVH3GST0H BAPTIST CHURCH
By X888 L iv in g sto n , lo c a te d  c e n tr a l ly  Hontana, 
nas a prosperous l i t t l e  c i t y .  Ranchero from fa r  and near 
had come to  s e t t l e  th e o u tly in g  ranchlando and vdth then  
had come the u sual 'buoineoc men who accomodate such trad e . 
And a s  i s  always th e ca se , th e se  net? s e t t l e r s  sought t© 
band them selvco to g eth er  w ith  othere o f  l i k e  f a i th  in  order: 
th a t to g eth er  they s ig h t  serve and worship Cod, The L iv ­
in g sto n  church had a unique beginning, Among th e  newcomers 
th ere  was an eger in cr ea s in g  number o f  th ose  who were d i s ­
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e forms o f  worship which d id  not Include  
th e fcportant d o ctr in es  o f  immersion o f  the b e lie v e r , freedom  
o f  speech and sep aration  o f  th e  church end s t a t e ,  th e  r e ­
s u l t  o f  such f e e l in g  le d  t© th e o rg a n isa tio n  o f  a Sunday 
School on J u ly  26, 1888 w ith  Era, B, Harmon and Ore, Aaabel 
G artia  a s te a c h er s , From th io  Sunday School came the  
o rg a n isa tio n  o f  a  church J u s t  on© month la t e r  on August 26,
1888,  Roy, B gight Spencer, General I lies io a a ry  fo r  the  
Rocky Elountain Bi s t r i c t ,  came to help  th e se  B a p tis t  organ­
i s e  and when he l o f t  he seemed to  have l e f t  behind him 
some o f h is  f l i n t - l i k e  courage and h o ly  d eterm ination .
And so th ese  ch arter  members, E lla  B. C arter, Era, B, J .
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M errll, Mrs. B. B. Harmon, Q.arrie Harmon (toy l e t t e r ) ,  and 
B e t t ie  J .  A lle n  (by ex p er ien ce ), began th e  B ir s t  B a p tis t  
Church o f  L iv in g sto n ,
Ho record has been l e f t  o f  th a t f i r s t  year when the  
church was but an In fan t but the second year when the Ter­
r i t o r i a l  B a p tis t  A sso c ia tio n  met in  Bozeman we f in d  that 
the L iv in g sto n  group requested  membership in to  th e a s s o c ia ­
t io n . The request was granted .
The next venture o f  f a i th  was th e er ec tio n  o f  a 
church e d if ic e ,'  The Horthera P a c if ic  Railroad' had reached  
L iv in g sto n  and. through th e  gen erosi ty  o.f t h is  company the  
church was ab le  to secure th ree  l o t s  dt the nominal coot 
o f  on ly  f i f t e e n  d o lla r s  w ith  the p ro v is io n  th a t w ith in  a 
year they were to  e r e c t  a b u ild in g  c o s tin g  no l e s s  than 
f i f t e e n  hundred d o lla r s .
In  the f a l l  o f 1889 the group f e l t  the need fo r  r e -  
v iv a l m eetings and .c a lle d  Reverend J V L , P ill ia m  as speaker. 
The m eetings, h eld  in  the HcMann b u ild in g  were h ig h ly  su cc ess ­
fu l and a strong, a t tr a c t io n  to th e  type o f m essages which 
Reverend P ill ia m  brought le d  the group to c a l l  t h i s  man 
a s  th e ir  p a sto r . The c a l l  was accepted  and t h i s  ab le  
lea d er  ..stepped in to  a v igorous b u ild in g  program. The 
American B a p tis t  Home M ission S o c ie ty  supported generously  
by paying one thousand d o lla r s  th e  tw elve
hundred ($1,200) which was p a id  Reverend P ill ia m  in  sa la r y .
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Buoy, days la y  ahead fo r  th e  church, ¥&q s p i r i t  m s  
hiGh and g rea t enthusiasm  uas m anifested  a t  th e  la y in g  o f  
th e  foundation  o f  th e  church on Uovembor X3» 1889o ’Ghat 
a  t h r i l l i n g  day vhcrt th e group gathered  fo r  the f i r s t  worship 
s e r v ic e  in  th e ir  very own house o f  worship on Bay 11 , 1890®
At th a t s e r v ic e  Reverend I), Haggard o f  ilor toa , Eaaoso 
preach ad, In d ica tin g  th a t  Reverend PilXicaa had l e f t ,  Tlio 
fo llo w in g  Wednesday a t  £SXd-neek se r v ic e  & covenant uOJt- 
la g  © a  h eld  and a t  o h uslnaos m eeting fo llo w in g , a churoh 
Clark and trea su rer  wore e l  so ted . I t  i s  not hard to  r e ­
a l i s e  that when t h i s  group on dmly 6, 1890 partook o f  th e ir  
f i r s t  cojsminion s in c e  th e  er e c tio n  o f  th e ir  church th a t  
th e ir  hearto burned w ith in  than fo r  Joy0
'fva nontho la t e r  on September 7 , 1890 th ey  met to  
d ed ica te  the e d i f i c e  which now stood  com pleted, Reverend
C. A llen  o f  Helena preached th e  sermon and'when i t  tms 
su ggested  th at a carpet m o  needed, the h at m o  passed  and 
th e  s i l v e r  d o lla r s  mounted to  a  sum o f  sev en ty  s i s  (C7 &>$0 ) » 
not a  m easly sum i n  thooo dayo*
Tho days which fo llow ed  saw th e  carp et la id  and up 
in  th e tower a h e l l  was in s t a l le d  to  h era ld  w orshippers to  
God?s  &©uG0o Perhaps i t  wao p rld o  in  th a t which m o  a lread y  
accom plished rMela le d  them to d e s ir e  an even moro p e r fe c t  
e d i f ic e  and so i t  m o  not lon g  u n t i l  e l e c t r i c  l ig h t s  were 
in s t a l l e d ,  q u ite  m  a d d itio n  in  th o se  ea r ly  days.
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th e  goTerm ing se tu p  o f  th e  church* An o f f i c i a l  hoard  was 
e l e c t e d  c o n s i s t in g  o f  th e  r e g u la r  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  church  
p lu s  fo u r  members e l e c t e d  a t  la r g e *  Bren w h i le  t h i s  
hoard was a t  work l ig h t n in g  s tr u c k  th e  e d i f i c e *  enough  
in s u r a n c e  was secu red  t© p erm it r e n o v a t io n  o f  i t *
The c o n g r e g a tio n  mad© h e a lth y  grow th th rou gh ou t th e  
y e a r s .  By 1919 th e  membership t o t a le d  118 in  a l l *  A y e a r  
l a t e r  b o th  th e  church  and p a rso n a g e  r e c e iv e d  some ren o v a tio n *  
By 1 9 2 4  th e y  were a b le  to  assum e th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e i r  own support* They now e a r n e s t ly  sou gh t to  b e  on th e  
g iv in g  end o f  mi s a lo n s  r a th e r  than  on th e  r e e e iv in g  end*
Kvery grow ing group s e e k s  to  e n la r g e  and so i n  1926  
when cou rage  and f a i t h  seemed a t  a peak  a  b u i ld in g  fund  
was begun* Of co u rse  none knew nor o o u ld  any f o r t  e l l  th e  
d e p r e s s io n  w hich was so soon  to  sweep our c o u n tr y . We can  
t h e r e f o r e  r e a d i ly  u n d erstan d  th e  g r i e f  w hich th e s e  n o b le  
f o lk s  e ^ e r i e n c e d  when t h e ir  b u ild in g  fund was l o s t  i n  
th e  n a tio n -w id e  bank c lo su r e * 4
But s in c e  a  church  i s  not b u i l t  o f  such e o r r u p ta b le  
t h in g s  a s  s i l v e r  o r  g o ld  we s e e  n o t a  r e tr e n c h in g  b u t a  
s t r i d e  ahead and i n  1951 th e y  r e p o r te d  223 members 
and 1 5 6  e n r o l le d  i n  Sunday School*
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R ea liz in g  th a t one lo s e  does not mean eventu al f a i l -  
urc they again  proposed a b u ild in g  fund a s  w e ll a s  a s p i r i t ­
u a l campaign. So g rea t was th e ir  f a i th  th a t they suggested  
a th ir ty -n in e  (39) room p la n t co a tin g  th ir ty - fo u r  thousand 
(034,000) • d o lla r s ,
noth ing seemed a b le  to fr ig h te n  them not? and so when 
the piano fo r  th io  b u ild in g  came from H e r r ll, Humboldt and 
Baylor o f  Hew Yorli th ey  were r e a d ily  accepted and the stru ctu re  
was b u i l t  as planned,
T h is th r ee -u n it  stru ctu re  i s  designed to  meet the  
ed u ca tion a l, s o c ia l ,  and worship needs o f th e  community.
I t  in c lu d es  and a ir -c o n d id tio n in g  system , h ea tin g  p la n t  and 
p ip e-organ . To crown th e  e f f o r t s  seven b e a u tifu l a r t  
windows wore added,
Great s t r id e s  were mad© in  th e forward d ir e c t io n  
from 1931 to 1938. By t h i s  time the co n tr ib u tio n s  
annually  mounted to  e leven  thousand (O il ,000) d o lla r s .
During i t * s  h i s to ry  they had seventeen  m in is te r s  and
a t p resen t (1949) th e church i s  an a c t iv e  s o ir i t u a l  group
1
under th e a b le  lead ersh ip  o f  Reverend K elvin J . U alker.
1 The Information, on which we have based th e w r it ­
in g  o f  t h i s  report was rece iv ed  from Rev, Yiallcor in  the  
form o f  a committee report fo r  the f i f t i e t h  ann iversay  
c e le b r a tio n  in  1938, The committee c o n s is te d  o f  » Hanna 
Kobbee, Arna Brown and Kyra Leuson.
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THE T O S T  BAPTIST CHURCH OF SREAW f t t L S
The B a p t i s t e  w ere  r a th e r  l a t e  i n  a r r iv in g  I n  G reat
F a l l s  to  b e g in  t h e i r  work* The r e a s o n  f a r  t h i s  we do n e t
know, h u t  i t  was n i m  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church
o f  Montana was o rg a n ise d  th a t  B a p tist  work was begun i n
G re a t  F a l l s  and  th e  c h u rc h  o r g a n i jsed, We h a r e  n o t b e e n  a b le
t o  o b t a i n  th e  n e c e s s a r y  in fo rm a tio n  a s  to  who w ere t h e  r e r y
f i r s t  w o rk e rs  o n  th e  f i e l d  n o r  h a r e  we b ee n  a b l e  to  s e c u r e
1
th e  num ber and nam es o f  t h e  c h a r t e r '  members*
As a n y  o t h e r  new ly  o r g a n i s e d  c h u rc h  th e y  f a c e d  
th e  n ee d  f o r  a  c h u rc h  b u i ld in g - .  B ut th i s -  d id  n o t a to p  
them  fro m  h o ld in g  m e e t in g s .  One o f  t h e  l o c a l  p a p e r s  h a d  
t h i s  to  s a y t
T he F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church s e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  to d a y  
a t  p ro m p t 11 a ,m , i n  M inot B a l l ,  Serm on b y  th e  
p a s t o r ,  J o s e p h  A n d e rso n , s u b j e c t  ®fb© World*® Re­
genera tion*1,  B re ry b o d y  c o r d i a l l y  i n i l t e d  to, a t t e n d .
The h a l l  s h o u ld  b e  w e ll  f i l l e d , 2
From  t h i s  n o t i c e  we g le a n  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  t h a t  H e r -
e re n d  J o s e p h  A n d erso n  w as t h e i r  p a s t o r .
T ru e  to  t h e  c u s to m a ry  I p p t i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  d u r in g  th o se
1 *Two l e t t e r s  h a  we b e e n  s e n t  to  th e  G re a t  F a l l s  
c h u rc h  r e q u e s t in g  in f o r m a t i o n  b u t  n e i t h e r  h a s  b e e n  an sw e re d  
to  date**, J u l y  30 , 1949 ( th e  a u t h o r ) ,
2 Qr e a t .  F a l l s  h e a d e r .  S u n d ay , H orem ber 24 , 1889,
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e a r ly  years the church commenced ?dth a b u ild in g  program 
ra th er  soon a f t e r  they organ ized . This, custom was made 
p o s s ib le  fo r  the churches in  Montana because o f  the strong  
a id  rece iv ed  from The American B a p tis t  Home M ission Soc­
i e t y  not on ly  in  money but a lso  in  a r c h ite c tu r a l b lu e -  
p r in t s .  We assume, on the b a s is  o f  what happened in  the  
oth er  churches in  t h i s  decade, th a t t h i s  was th e  s itu a t io n  
in  Great F a l l s  a l s o .
The church was organized  J u ly  1 , 1889 and in  Nov­
ember o f  th e  same year th e lo c a l  paper ca rr ied  t h i s  n o t ic e j
The F ir s t  B a p tis t  Church, in  c o u r s e o f  co n stru ctio n , 
i s  f a s t  nearing com pletion . The out and in s id e  are 
being f in is h e d  in  C a lifo rn ia  red-wood and when the  
b u ild in g  i s  done w i l l  be one o f  th e  most in p resB ive  
church e d i f ic e  in  th e  e i t y . l
E x actly  when t h i s  b u ild in g  was f in ish e d  we have no
way Of knowing but we know th a t on November 20 the lo c a l
paper cnee more remarked about the cburchj
The Bound o f  the carpenters hammer i s  heard in  a l l  
d ir e c t io n s  throughout th e c i t y .  The new B a p tis t  
churoh looms up prom inently and i s  en closed  and 
ready fo r  s h in g le s . The in t e r io r  w il l  be pushed to  
speedy com pletion . 2
The church was now ready to  go ahead and we should  
have expected th a t on ly  good rep o rts  would come from the  
work. But such was not th e ca se . In  1901 the report
1 i b i d . . Sunday, November 16 , 1889*
2 I b id . . Thursday, November 20, 1889.
from th© church read in  t h is  fafehioni “A fter a p eriod
o f  haphazard experienoe the church has been quickened by
th e  coning o f  Her. 3?. A; Agar, and has begun a season
1
o f  what we hope w i l l  be permanent h ea lth y  growth*.
This indeed  i s  an in d ic a t io n  th a t up to t h is  tim e the  
church had not prospered in  every way. Growth had not 
been as h ea lth y  as wae expected and d esired .
I t  i s  encouraging, however, to read th a t th© "hopes 
and prayers* were not in  v a in . In  190 6 we f in d  t h i s  en­
couraging report from Great F a lls :
The Gfrldt F a l ls  Church has a lso  had a year o f  n o te ­
worthy p ro g ress . A fter  having g r e a t ly  enlarged and 
inproved i t s  house o f  worship i t  has most h e r o ic a lly  
decided to assume se lf-su p p o r t  a t  the beginning o f  
the p resen t year, (September 1 s t ,  190 6) 2
S in ce  then the Great F a l ls  Church has been in  the
l in e  o f th o se  B a o tio t churches in  our s ta te  which have
assumed f u l l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th e ir  own support and have
helped other f i e ld s  by m issionary g iv in g  both a t  home and
abroad. The report from Great F a l ls  fo r  the year ending
A pril 1948 i s  a s  fo llo w s; Value o f  property <85,000,
membership 395, m issionary g iv in g  $ 2 ,7 6).15* The ab le
lea d er  o f  t h is  prospering church i s  Reverend J . 0 .
Timmons who came to  th e church in  194-6.
■  ̂ ^ flh t'ss  o f  th e  Montana Baptl at A sso c ia tio n . 1901,
2 I b i d . . 190 6, p . 13 -1 4 .
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THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF MISSOULA
The B a p t is ts  cannot cla im  to  be p io n eers in  M issoula  
in  regard to ,C h r is t ia n  work. B efore th© B a p tis ts  began 
th e ir  work, th e C a th o lic s , M ethodists, B ia o ip le s  o f  C h r ist, 
and th e P resb y ter ia n s had a lread y  p ioneered  in  the f i e ld  
and e s ta b lish e d  them selves in  a p rogressin g  m in istry .
However, among th e  churehgoere in  M issoula there  
were a few B a p tis t  fo lk  who did  not q u ite  f e e l  a t  home 
w ithout a B a p tis t  church. In  th e ir  h e a r ts  they longed for  
a church o f  th e ir  o m  f a i th  and s in ce  America I s a  f r e e  
country and sine© th e  West had p len ty  o f  elbow-room in  
th ose  days a s  w e ll a s  p le n ty  o f  so u ls  who were not a t ­
tending any church, th e  few B a p tis ts  in  M issoula f e l t  th a t  
th ere  was y e t  room fo r  a  church o f  th e ir  denomination in  
M issou la . C onsequently, they  sought fo r  a  clergyman to  
come to  a s s i s t  them in  organ isin g  such a  church.
At t h i s  tim e th e B a p tis t  work in  th e  B it t e r  Hoot 
V a lle y  was in  f u l l  p ro g ress . Rev, McGregor was serving  
the S te v e n o v ille  B a p tis t  Church. S ince he was th e  n earest  
B a p tis t  m in is te r , th e  M issoula fo lk s  c a l le d  upon him to  
a s s i s t  them in  organ isin g  a church. In  Horembcr o f  1882 
Rev. McGregor came to  M issou la. A church was organ ised .
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Ho p astor  was c a l le d  but Reverend Me Gregor consented to
come to M issoula onoe a month to- conduct serv ic es*  We
pay a ll'h o n o r  to  t h i s  no h ie  p ion eer m in ister  «£io was
w il l in g  to  tr a v e l on horseback th e  lon g  d is ta n c e  from -
S tev en sv ili©  to  M issoula during the c o ld e s t  o f  Montana
w inter in  order that he might m in ister  to  t h is  sm all
handful o f  B a p tists*  The se r v ic e s  were h e ld  in  p r iv a te
homes a t  f ir s t *  We read with in t e r e s t  th e  d is c r ip t io n
o f  M issoula which Reverend Me Gregor give® , "The town
(M issoula) i s  very ungodly but i s  growing ra p id ly , i s
1
eapected to become q u ite  a ra ilr o a d  cen ter* , The
B a p tis ts  did not g iv e  him much encouragement in  regard
to  removing the above mentioned ^ ungodliness*, fo r  he2
says that th e  B a p tis ts  were "far behind and weak*,
Thie wdak co n d itio n  must have continued in  the
church fo r  some tim e. Mrs. W. J . P u llen , former Mi mi
Spurgin, says o f  the B a p tis t  church when she arr ived  in
M issoula in  1884:
We arr ived  in  M issoula on February 7 ,
1884, and about B aster time th a t year L. L. Woody 
who l iv e d  up a t B i t t e r  Root a t  the tim e, oame 
down and organized the f i r s t  church. There were
1 The Sunday M jssoulian* A pril 14 , 1940.
1 Ib id .
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sev en  member a , ray fa th e r  and m other, W illia m  
and Rushannah B purgin , B r . and Mrs* Wagoner,
W a lla c e  P . Wraith (M rs. W agoner’ s  'b r o th e r } ,
M iss C la r is s a  H art and a negro soman (I do 
n o t remember h er  nam e). The m eetin g  m s  h e ld  
i n  a h a l l  o v er  J o e  Beseharapa1 b la ck sm ith  shop  
on tfro n t S t r e e t  j u s t  b elow  th e  K, K. Implement 
S to r e .  S h o r t ly  a f t e r  t h i s  th e  m eetin g s w ire  h e ld  i n  
th© o ld  P rea b y o r ia n  church up n ear th e  co u r t  
h o u se . As th e  town grew and more B a p t i s t s  a f ­
f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  church a perm anent m in is te r  
by th e  name o f  B e n e d ic t  was c a l l e d  and i t  was 
d u rin g  h i s  p a s to r a te  th a t  th e  o ld  church and 
p a rso n a g e  on S prues S tr e e t  was s t a r t e d ,  I  
th in k  th e  o ld  church i s  u sed  f o r  a p a in t  shop 
now. The B e n e d ic ts  a re  th e  o n es who i n s i s t e d  
and g o t  th e  name Emmanuel B a p t is t  Church e s ta b ­
l i s h e d ,  Mr, B e n e d ic t  m s  fo llo w e d  by a v ery  young  
man by th e  name o f  H a le , w h o -sta y ed  o n ly  a sh o r t  
tim e  u n t i l  Mr. S a lsa a n  cam e.
As p r e v io u s ly  s t a t e d  i n  t h i s  n a r r a t iv e  th e  church  
was o r g a n iz e d  in  18B2 and t h i s  e v e n t  i n  1884 w hich Mrs, 
^ull&m sp eak s o f  was u n d ou b ted ly  a r e o r g a n iz a t io n  or  
r a l ly in g  o f  th e  B a p t is t s  f o r  a n o th e r  e f f o r t .
A Sunday S ch o o l was o r g a n iz e d  in  1 8 8 4 , b u t th e  
work f e l l  back on ce a g a in  and p r a c t i c a l l y  d isa p p e a r ed .
In  1889 a  fa m ily  came from Helena- to l i v e  in  M isso u la .  
One o f  i t s  members, M rs. A l ic e  K. M a r sh a ll, now r e s id in g  
i n  C a l i f o r n ia  r e v e a ls  to  u s how th© s i t u a t i o n  m s  in  th e  
M isso u la  B a p t is t  Chur oil a t  th a t  tim e;
We moved from  H elen a  to  M isso u la  i n  1889  
and th e  work was a lr e a d y  th e r e  th e n . T here m s
1 I b id .
54
no p a sto r  th ere  a t  that tim e, hut a small 
group o f  us met in  Dr. Wagoner’ s d en ta l 
o f f i c e .  We J u st had a Sunday School and 
a prayer and Testimony m eeting in  th e a f t e r ­
noon. The group co n sis ted  o f  Dr. Wagoner 
and h i s  w ife  and two ch ild re n , th e  doctor*©  
s i s t e r ,  whose name I have fo r g o tte n , Mrs.
Wagoner’s b roth er , W allace P . Smith, a young 
unmarried a tto rn ey , Hr. Hart and H iss H art, 
a "brother and s i s t e r ,  Mary and A lic e  Swartz 
who had a "boarding house and m yself and two 
son s, Claude and J e s s e .
The church b u ild in g  was f in ish e d  in  
the f a l l  o f  1890. My youngest son, J e s s e ,  
aged three y ea rs , d ied  December 2, 1890, and 
we had to send away fo r  a B a p tis t  m in ister  
to conduct the fun era l s e r v ic e . A Rev, Hr.
H ale, one from the Hew England s t a t e s ,  came 
as p a sto r  in  1891. I  have fo rg o tten  h is  
i n i t i a l s ,  but he was there perhaps two y ea r s .
Then came Heverend 3?. K, Salsman. He was 
p a sto r  fo r  tw elve  y e a r s . 1
From Mrs. Fullam we rece iv ed  the in form ation  that  
th e Heverend B enedict began to  b u ild  the church and par­
sonage, I t  was ea r ly  in  1890 th a t Reverend B enedict 
came to  M issou la , U n til th a t time th e  church had lin g ered  
along as b e s t  i t  could w ithout any r e a l p ro g ress . The 
purpose o f  Reverend B enedicts* coming was, o f  course, 
tfe se e  i f  he could not a id  in  e s ta b lish in g  th e  work on a 
r e a l and v i t a l  b a s is .  Upon h is  a r r iv a l he a t  once c a lle d  to ­
geth er any who he thought might be p i l l a r s  in  th e  church. This 
m eeting took p la ce  again  in  the denta l p a r lo r s  o f  Dr.
Wagoner’ s o f f i c e  on March 4, 1890. Among o th ers p resen t
1 I b id . , p .
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we know o f  Br. and Mrs .W agoner, Hr. and Mrs, Spurgln,
Mrs. A lic e  H. M arshall, M iss C la r issa  Hart, Mr. Hart,
Mr. and Mrs.: Henry S t i f f ,  J . C. ^ laughter, W allace P.
Smith and M r .B e n e d lc t .1 I t  i s  t h is  date which th e F ir s t  
B a p tis t  Church o f  M issoula r e c o g n ise s  a s  th e  r e a l b eg in ­
n ing o f  th e ir  p resen t work.
S teps were soon taken to  in corp ora te  and on A p ril 7» 
189C th e  a r t i c l e s  o f  in corp ora tion  were adopted. T ru stees  
were then e le c te d  and Br. Wagoner, Henry C. S t i f f ,  and 
James C. S laughter were g iv en  .a u th o rity  to  f i l e  th e a r t i c l e s .  
The la t t e r  was done on A pril 23, 1890*
With th e se  i n i t i a l  s te p s  taken care o f ,  th e church 
f e l t  the need fo r  a church home o f th e ir  own a s  w e ll as  
the need fo r  a permanent p a sto r , A ccordingly  they went 
ahead to  make an a p p lic a t io n  to  th e  B a p tis t  Home M ission  
S o c ie ty  to  secure' help  both toward b u ild in g  a new church 
and toward su sta in in g  the e x p o r t  o f  th e ir  m in is te r . The 
church, a s  a lread y  s ta te d , was lo c a te d  on Spruce and H arris  
S tr e e t s ,  i t  was com pleted in  th e  f a l l  o f  1890. This 
church b u ild in g  was so ld  in  1910 a f te r  th© f i r s t  u n it  o f  
th e p resen t church was com pleted, The o ld  church i s  now 
used fo r  b u sin ess  purposes.
The church now experienced  a stead y  growth and i t  was 
not lo n g  b efore  a parsonage was erected  on A lder S tr e e t .
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;
Reverend Salsman resign ed  in  lfQr$ 'a fte r  having completed  
a very  su c c e ss fu l m in istry  in  MissOula.
The Sam© y ea r , 1505, was a r e d - le t t e r  year fo r  the  
church. Rev. Van Engelea was c a l le d  to  fo llo w  Rev. S& ls- 
raan. E v id en tly  Reverend Van Ehgelen f e l t  th a t th ere  m s  
no need fo r  th e  church to  r e c e iv e  fu r th er  m issionary a id  
and so he s t ip u la te d  in  h i s  rep ly  to  th e  c a l l  which was 
extended to him th a t  he would accep t th e  c a l l  o n ly  i f  the  
church would he w i l l in g  to  assume a l l  o f  th e ir  own support, 
th e  church took th e  step  o f  f a i th  and ever s in c e  has main- 
ta in ed  th e  s ta tu s  o f  a e e lf -su p p o r ti ng church.
Another r e d - le t t e r  year fo llow ed  f iv e  years la t e r  
when the M issoula B a p tis te  w itnessed  th e  com pletion o f  th e  
main u n it  o f  th e ir  p resen t church. That same year , 1910, 
Reverend Van Engelen resign ed  and Reverend A llen  came to  
take over the p a s to r a l d u t ie s . Reverend A lien  had the  
honor o f  p r e s id in g  a t  th e  d ed icatory  s e r v ic e s  in  th e f a l l  
o f  1910.
in  the years which fo llow ed  se v e r a l f in e  men o f  God 
came to serve th e  ohureh from tim e to  tim e, each one 
co n tr ib u tin g  h i s  p a rt to th e  rapid  prognose which th e  
church has exp erien ced .
In  1930 Reverend G ilson  was p a s to r . He i s  r e ­
membered fo r  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  secure an ed u cation a l p la n t
m
til© bhursb.. I t  was during b is .pastojmte th&t tis#
- %m tW %  «Lng m m ; added to  '. tfet m sia u n it .
##d,|sas xH'#$3W blessed th e. U ssonla shurah. and 
t*d«$r I t  k m  ‘grow i t s  a  irlgorous group s f  B a p tis ts  . 
totaling.''40D members i l l s  property  m iu M  a t  §2;3,00&.
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THE PIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 0(3? KALI SPELL
A town was s ta r te d , th e  f i r s t  b u ild in g s  were erected , 
and K aliop ell*  Montana came in to  beings ThlB was in  th e  
year o f  1891.*
That same year two C h ristia n  gentlem en w ith v io lo n  
and z e a l began a work fo r  th e ir  Lord and Master Jesu s  
C h rist in  t h i s  new town. These men saw th e need fo r  a 
Sunday School and s e t  fo r th  to  organ ise  one* S in ce  no 
church had any organ ised  work a t th a t tim e in  K ali s p e l l  
th e se  men were broadminded' enough to  in v i t e  ch ild ren  o f  
a l l  f a i t h s  in to  th e ir  Sunday School and thus i t  became an 
undenom inational work.
The school was a g rea t su ccess  and a l l  went w e ll  
u n t i l  th e P resb yter ian  denomination stepped in  and organ­
iz e d  a church w ith  t h i s  Sunday School a s  a s ta r t in g  p o in t .  
T his was in  1892 and the school a t  th a t  tim e had an en­
ro llm ent o f  e ig h ty  p u p ils .  Undoubtedly th ere  were some 
p u p ils  in  th e  school who came from P resb yter ian  background. 
However, t h is  merger o f  th e Sunday School w ith  th e church
did  not agree w ith Mr. G il l i la n d  because o f  th e  way in
* •
which the sch oo l had o r ig in a ted } he had nothing to  do. 
w ith  th e comprbiaise.
The r e s u lt  o f  t h i s  a c t io n  was th a t Mr. G il l i la n d
became concerned about the B a p tis t  p u p ils  who wore in  
th e  Sunday School and consequently  he s e t  about to canvass 
th e  town in  an e f f o r t  to lo c a te ,e v e r y  B a p tis t  and s o l i c i t  
th e ir  support. He found f i f t e e n  persons o f  such in c lin a t io n  
namely, Mr, and lira . Wru Bartholomew, Kr.end Mrs. Burges,
Mr. and Mrs. Joe C raig, i'r . and Hr s . W alter, Hr. and Hr s .
Bred W hiteside, Mr. and Mrs. Cummings, Mr. G-. T7. P roctor, 
who w ith  Mr, and Mrs, G il l i la n d  made a t o ta l  number o f  seventeen  
B ap tists ,, Thoy met in  th e  G il l i la n d  hone on 446 Second Avenue 
B a st,
The p la n s fo r  a church were d iscu ssed  thoroughly  
and a t  g rea t len g th  which r e su lte d  in  a v o te  b ein g  taken which 
shored th a t everyone was in te r e s te d  in  communicating w ith  
th e  B a p tis t  Home M ission  S o c ie ty  to f in d  out I f  they would 
a s s i s t  in  th e  proposed p r o je c t , namely a B a p tis t  church in  
K a lis p e l l0
During those e a r ly  dayB that l i t t l e  band o f B a p tis ts  
met w ith  many dioccmragements, Many to ld  them th a t they  
were foo l-h ard y  fo r  even su ggestin g  a church o f  th e ir  own.
^hes© fo lk s  must not have known o f  th e  f a i th  and courage 
which i s  a v i t a l  p art o f  our B a p tis t  h e r ita g e , t/e who have 
l iv e d  to  w itn ess  the courage o f  th ese  seven teen  B a p t is t s  in  
K ali s e l l  thank God fo r  such f a i t h .
The K ali s p e l l  B a p t is ts  did not have to  f ig h t  th e ir
6)
■battle a lon e too  lon g . The Horae IStssion S o c ie ty  stepped  
in  w ith re in forcem en ts a t  once. Reverend L. G. C lark, 
General n i s e i s  nary fo r  Montana, was sen t to  K ali s p e l l  
and w ith M s help th e B a p t is ts  were ab le  to prove th§t 
th e th in g  whi ch had been deemed im p o ssib le , foQl°hardy<> 
and u s e le s s  was q u ite  s m s ib lo  and sane a s w e ll a s a 
p a rt o f  Orod«s g rea t plan fo r  evangel! a ing th e  wide open 
W est0 An even g rea ter  step  o f fa ith  was taken v*hen they  
went about to  o b ta in  p led g es  fo r  the e r e c tio n  o f a B a p tis t  
ohurch in  K ali spell©
Th© response to  th ese  p led g es was favorable*
The r e s u lt  was that adequate funds were ra ised  and arch« 
i t c c tu r a l  p lan s were sen t fo r  to  th e  Horae M ission  Society*  
The co n tract fo r  b u ild in g  was l e t  on October 4  1892 to  
Leaoh, Webber, and Weaien fo r  $^0BBOo T his sura i s  an 
in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  response rece iv ed  from th e  B a p tis t  ap° 
p e a l fo r  help* The tow n s!te  had donated a l o t  fo r  the 
church but th e members d id  not f e e l  th a t the s i t e  was 
a t  a s u ita b le  lo ca tio n *  To the jo y  o f  th e members,, a man 
who had a l o t  a t  Third Avenue and Third B ast was w i l l in g  
to  trade and thus the church became lo c a te d  whQ£?6> i t  i s  
today.
A ll went w e ll a t the beginning but soon the co n tra c-  
to r s  found th a t they  had b id  too  low  and consequently  they
l e f t  w ithout f in is h in g  the work. Very l i t t l e  was l e f t  to  
do; o n ly  th e ro o f was in com plete , and Mr, G il l i la n d  and 
Mr, W hiteside f e l t  something had to  he done so they  seeur  
ed donated lab or and pursuaded th e  co n tra cto rs  to  return  
to  a s s i  s t ,  th e  work went on now under Mr, G ill! la n d *  8 . 
supervision* At t h i s  tim e Mr, G il l i la n d  was op eratin g  a 
saw -ndll two and a h a l f  m ile s  from town and th e tran spor­
ta t io n  problem in  th ose  days posed  a g re a ter  problem than  
i t  does in  th ese  modem tim es.
With r e a l determ ination  mixed w ith  a g rea t lo v e  fo r  
God, th e  work was com pleted in  th e  spring o f  1893 a t  a  , 
coat o f  #7 , 674,00, a con sid erab ly  h igher e o s t  than o r ig in  
a l l y  estim ated . The church stands a s a memorial to  the  
undaunted courage o f  th e se  e a r ly  C h r istia n  p io n eers  o f  
the w ild  and wooly West.
The t o t a l  in d eb ted n ess a t  the tim e ©f com pletion  
was on ly  S i , 35^*00, The annual o f  the Montana B a p tis t  
A sso c ia tio n  o f  1899 rep o r ts  th a t  th e  in d eb ted n ess had 
been removed.
W hile th e church e d i f ic e  was in  p rogress o f  com­
p le t io n , th e  church had i t f e a r t i c l e s  o f  in corp ora tion  
w ritten  and approved on January 7 , 1893* There were 
s ix te e n  Cl 6) ch arter members who rece iv ed  th e  r ig h t  
hand o f  fe llo w sh ip  a t  th a t  tim e. The names and lo c a t io n
Itftt& f X»- 9«»& & ew t* Maladse* Idaho
1 ,  lartholom ew s& i& gia# Id a te  -
Hv#» l ,  cnriB ten 'ta#isn» Montana.
S f e t M a #  C hristen lolon#*, Montana
%  ie h n lt# Montana
IBr#,. f*  B , Bohnitn ' Jfel#n&;,. Montana
Hr, B# X* B#am # H ilt#  $ it£ *  'm m m m .
m m *  »* M, Feare# M l# #  City* Montana
% * :«r#d fM io a ld #
•<
m l® #  Oity.Menta&a
K*s# Bred mt.%ml$<® H i# #  ©tty* w m t m m
m *  B , & m n « ts4 B illo n *  Montana
Mr% %  S iiax**B* B illo n *  Montana
% m $ m m . t *  J f c o d t w r ©X«m##»t@3?, Mas#,
'Hooter HdBnait 0X«tiH (S ta te  MdBtinmt,
Hf #* Achmw l a s # Miaaoula,: Montana
Ed-W ont f* C* Hal.® M m m tls*  'W&ftm*
'Mmmmrn& MaIm mm p&eton at $$»$ ills## 'Short
ly  It# was M & !&#£ Inteam©# ##' doatlt in
M «  fasti ly*  » #  d id  not ftiw rh*
fte#. day which ife### Baptists Bad anti-aipat^d f<Wf
id  lon g  oafe® on J m e  1## 1893, « aaely  t&# dadie& tioii # f
ffeaif &#* dhursh* Ailom of Helena. preached- $fe*
ftafMKk. o f  d ed ica tio n , B ew rtn d  L* *1* GlarB, General
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M issionary fo r  the d i s t r i c t ,  was p resen t and the new 
p a sto r , jjast graduated from seminary, Reverend J , ft, 
f a l l s  had arr ived  fo r  the momentous day.
The ohurch made steady p rogress and sou ls were 
won fo r  th e  Lord. The f i r s t  m a n ifesta tio n  o f  t h is  was the  
"baptismal s e r v ic e  h e ld  on September 3» 1893 In  S t i l lw a te r  
R iver, Those b a p tised  were Mr, harder and Harry Dunn.
Another baptism al se r v ic e  was held  December 22, 
l8 9 £  when Mrs. Emma P roctor became the f ir s t:  convert to be 
baptized, in  th e  ohurch b a p t is tr y .
Hard tim es h i t  the town and many o f the p led g es made 
in  good f a i th  could not be p a id , The r e s u lt  was th a t the  
church was so ld  a t  p u b lic  au ction  on October 10, 1894- 
fo r  $800 .00 . Reverend Clark, Reverend P a l l s ,  and Mr. G i l l ­
ila n d  w itnessed  the sa le  and a t  once went to  work to  r a ise  
the money needed to  redeem th e church. The o r ig in a l  
mortgage o f the church read th a t whenever the church ceased  
to  be a B a p tis t  church the property  would go to the Home 
M ission  S o c ie ty .
In 1910 the church was again  on i t ’ s f e e t  and was 
ab le  to buy th e house next to  the church fo r  use as a par­
sonage. T his was used by th e  p astor  u n t i l  194-7 when a new 
parsonage was purchased fo r  $10,000.00* The f in a l  payment 
on t h i 8 property  was made in  th e  spring o f  1949, T his
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■was accompli shed under th e a b le  lead ersh ip  o f  Reverend 
F r i t j o f  Johnson.
The years 1927 and 1928 were hard years fo r  the  
K ali s p e ll  church* An e f f o r t  was made to  u n ite  the P res­
b y ter ia n  and the B a p tis t  churches. The B a p tist church was 
td> be so ld  and th e  proceeds were to be applied  on the  
debt o f  th e  P resbyterian  church. When a l l  p a r t ic u la r s  were 
found out about th e terms o f  the mortgage a l l  in t e r e s t  was 
l o s t  in  th e  proposed union .
However, t h is  ta lk  o f  union aroused the S ta te  Con-
i
ven tion  to a c t io n . Reverend Curry, ex ecu tiv e  se cre ta r y , and 
Reverend Shepard arr ived  in  K a lis p e l l .  They gathered  the  
members and were a b le  to  arouse th e  in te r e s t  in  th e church. 
The r e s u lt  was that the church ra ised  $1 ,700 .00  in  p led ges  
and th e S ta te  Convention su pp lied  $3 ,400 ,00  to  be used fo r  
renovation  o f  th e  prop erty . The church was r a ise d  and 
redecorated , a new furnnce was bought, a new k itch en  b u i l t ,  
and oth er  minor rep a irs  were added.
D ed ication  se r v ic e s  fo r  th ese  new improvements were 
h eld  on A p ril 28, 1929.
These e f f o r t s  seemed to have spurred the members 
in to  a c tio n  and steady p rogress was made. The year o f  1934 
marked the burning o f  th e  mortgage which had been p la ced  on 
th e church.
:'Um %®m.'m f a # |r  t o  &*
m&j&wwim^m4. «ltt* ®m® ■&&&# vm&m t o ”
t  T h e '  i n f o r & t a t i o t t  m  u tM  c f e ' t M  & t o  s t a l e s t  t o t < f e  
Itt ‘based m n  M k m  fm m  **11*1 W §f #;f  - t o  
'Ckuyefe #£ £Û flaew»ft £. ft*. HIM#* Pastor f l936h.
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THE DARBY BAPTIST CHURCH
The Darby B a p tis t  Church was organ ized  in  1894 hut 
1
due to  th e lo s s  o f  th e  o r ig in a l record we have not th e  
exact date o f  organ ization * However, we have some in fo r ­
m ation ahout the very  f i r s t  B a p tis t  work in  Darby.
Some years b e fo re  th e  B a p tis t  church was organized  
in  th e Darby v ic in i t y  a man and h is  w ife  a rr iv ed  to take  
up a homestead on th e  h i l l  s id e . Ho one knew a g rea t deal 
about t h i s  coup le and none would have dreamed th a t hidden  
under th a t worn out o ld  h at was th e  mind o f  a m inister*
But th a t i s  how i t  was. F ranklin  Benjamin Cooper was th at  
hom esteading m in is te r . I t  was not lon g  b efo re  he l e t  fo lk s  
know th a t he was a m in is te r  and when he found no church 
in  the community he s e t  about to o r ig in a te  a church o f  h i s  
own.
He had n o tic ed  a s  he had surveyed th e town in  search  
o f  a church th a t th ere  was a h a l l  in  which dances were 
b ein g  h e ld  every Saturday night* Reverend Cooper decided  
th a t s in c e  t h i s  h a l l  stood e a f§ f  88 Sunday mornings i t  would 
p o s s ib ly  be a v a ila b le  fo r  u se a s  a Sunday School room.
The owner o f  th e  b u ild in g  was most co o p era tiv e  and even
1 L e tte r  from Rev. C« R. M artin, p a s to r  o f the church 
A p ril 7» 194-9, "The records o f  the o rg a n iza tio n  o f  the Darby 
Community B a p tis t  Church were l o s t  in  f i r e  a few  yea rs ago".
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heated, th e  b u ild in g  on Sundays when h ea t was needed. Hie 
Sunday School continued  to  grow and soon Mr. Cooper decided  
to  h o ld  Sunday S e r v ic e s  once a month. He met w ith  r e a l  
su c c e s s , many came to  th e  se rv ic e s#
Reverend Cooper and h is  good w ife  worked thfeir own 
farm and made th e ir  l iv in g  from th e  s o i l .  Mien a c o l le c t io n  
was taken none o f  i t  ever went in to  Frank’ s p o ck e t. Rvery 
cent was used fo r  Sunday School m ater ia l and o th er  n ecessa ry  
l i t e r a t u r e  fo r  th e church.
Reverend Cooper did  not have th e  jo y  o f  see in g  the
Darby church as i t  i s  today. Perhaps he was p resen t to
org a n ise  i t  but d id  not l i v e  lon g  enough to  see  a b u ild in g
er e c te d . The church recogn ized  h is  s e r v ic e  and p reserved
h is  memory by d ed ica tin g  one o f  th e  windows o f  th e
1
church M th  M s  name on i t .
The Darby church never grew in to  one o f  the lea d in g  
churches in  Montana. The work o f  God was ca r r ie d  out year  
by year accord ing to th e a b i l i t y  o f  th e l i t t l e  f lo c k .
The church i s  now in clu d ed  in  what i s  known as th e  
“B it t e r  Root Larger Parish** and i s  served  by Reverend C harles  
R. M artin who has an a s s i s ta n t  m ission ary  h e lp in g  him on • 
t h is  la r g e  f i e l d .
1 B e s s ie  K, Monroe, “U ncle Frank**, an unpublished  
paper, Ham ilton, 1946.
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TEE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF AHACOHBA
The B a p tis t  work in  th e "Smelter C ity1* was "begun 
by the' American B a p tis t  Rome M ission  S o c ie ty . Reverend 
L. 0,. C lark, the gen era l m ission ary  for  Montana from the  
above mentioned so c ie ty *  came to Anaconda to survey the  
c i t y  to see how many B a p t is ts  he could  f in d , A re s id en t  
o f  Anacond§i, Mrs, Fred Clark had a lread y done some work 
along th a t l i n e  in  Anaconda. These two, w ith  th e Barae name 
but not r e la te d , did a wonderful work. They c a l le d  on every  
B a p tis t  fam ily  and announced that a m eeting \99u ld  be 
h eld  to  determ ine i f  a B a p tis t  church could be organ ised .
On January 16* 1896 th e se  B a p tis ts  met with Reverend 
Clark and organized  th e p resen t church in  Anaconda*’
T hirteen  p eop le  jo in e d  t h i s  church and became th e  ch arter  
members.* The f i e l d  ev id e n tly  looked  prom ising to Reverend 
Clark fo r  he suggested  c a l l in g  a f u l l  tim e p a sto r  a t once. 
The Home M ission  S o c ie ty  promised a id  in  paying th e  p a sto r , 
oth erw ise  i t  i s  doubtfu l th a t t h i s  handful o f  w il l in g  p eop le  
could have undertaken such a  ta sk . Reverend Spencer who 
was serv in g  a t  B u tte a t  th a t tim e'w as c a l le d .
Reverend Spencer resig n ed  the ohurch in  B u tte and 
accepted  the c a ll*  He came to  the f i e ld  in  May.
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During the first year three different places were 
used as meeting places for the first Baptist Church —  
the first place was in a building on the present Hasly 
Bloch on Commercial Avenue and Oak Street, the second was 
the Scandinavian Church, now Grace Baptist Church, the last 
place m s  the small brick building on the west side of the 
Montana Hotel in downtown Anaconda,
The building prog ram m s  begun early in 1897 and the 
church was completed in October of the .same year. The ded­
icatory service was held October 3. 1897. A very substan­
tial brick building was erected at a cost of about $1 5 ,0 0 0 , 
Reverend Spencer resigned as soon as he had helped the church 
to finish their house of worship.
Reverend Jenkins from Livingston took up the work 
when Spencer left.
The Ladies Aid Society was organised in December of 
1897* This organization has meant a great deal to the 
church during the years of its esdstance, Financial aid ,
both for the pastor’s salary and for repairs of the church 
have been forthcoming from this society.
Since Anaconda is a smelter city with ,the entire
population dependent upon the smelter for their living, 
Anaconda has become a city with a fluctuating population.
This has made it hard for. the church to move forward with
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stead y , even p ace. Some new peop le who were good B a p tis ts  
would move in to  the town and would sw ell the ranks for  
a tim e. Then a l l  o f  a sudden something would happen and 
sev era l o f them would leave* This l e f t  th e o ld  members 
alone again  w ith  the struggle,'
The year 190J and 190 6 saw some improvements made v *
in  th e church, The b u ild in g  was renovated and cath ed ra l 
colored  windows were put in  to rep lace the p la in  g la s s  
windows. Pews o f  modern design  were put in  to  rep la ce  
th e  in d iv id u a l ch a ir s ,
*
In  2eoember o f  1927 the church was p a r t ia l ly  d e s t r o y  
ed by f i r e .  The annex and apartment under the annex were 
saved. The cause o f  the f i r e  has never been known. Slow­
n ess  on the p art o f th e  f i r e  department due to  an acc id en t  
which one o f  the trucks encountered enroute gave th e  flam es
th e advantage and th e in te r io r  o f  th e  church was deni*' •’ 
d i s h e d .  The lo c a l  paper g iv e s  t h is  account*
B a p tis t  Church i s  ruined by f i r e .  B edecorating  
and re sh in g lin g  alm ost com plete when f i r e  breaks o u t.
A f i r e  whieh broke out in  the in te r io r  o f  the newly 
decorated and resh in g led  B a p tis t  Church, a t  the corner  
d f lo c u s t  and F if th  s t r e e t s ,  reduced i t  to alm ost 
t o ta l  ru in s yesterd ay  afternoon  and l e f t  l i t t l e  but the  
four b r ick  w a lls  stand in g . The f i r e  broke out sh o rt­
l y  a f te r  3*30 o ’ clock  th e  alarm coming in to  the  
s ta t io n  a t 3*?0 o ’ c lo ck .
With th e  f i r e  w e ll under way and breaking
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through th e ro o f o f  th e b u ild in g , and tem porarily  
hampered through the lo s s  o f the new truck in  an accid en t  
which ocoured a t the corner o f  Cedar s t r e e t  and Park 
avenue when i t  c o l l id e d  w ith  another ca r , and forced  
i t s  return to the s ta t io n , firem en fought an u p h ill  
b a t t le  and w ith  l i t t l e  hoped o f  saving any p o r tio n  o f  
the building*
C a llin g  the old  truck in to  a c tio n  as soon as  
th e crasli o f  th e new truck occurred, p ressu re  was 
found too weak to  reach th e  top o f  th e b u ild in g  and 
th e cr ip p led  machine was se n t for* With pumps going  
f u l l  b la s t  and three hose lin e 3  p la y in g  co n sta n tly  
on the flam es, th e f ir e * s  advantage v/as grad u a lly  
dim inished, but not b efore  i t  had ruined the b u ild in g .
T his was a g rea t lo s s  to  the church when we r e a l i s e  
th a t an insureance p o lic y  o f  o n ly  04,000 was h eld  on i t .
The l o s s  was estim ated  a t  $3P,QO0.
The p a sto r , Reverend Horwood a h ig h s p ir ite d  man, did
not h e s i t a t e  about what to  do. He c a lle d  the deacons and
tr u s te e s  and put a p lan  b e fo re  them. They approved the
p lan  and a t  once th e  reb u ild in g  program was s ta r te d . I t
was arranged th at th e  deacons and tr u s te e s  should go out
in  p a ir s  to  every b u sin ess  en terp r ise  to s o l i c i t  funds
fo r  th e b u ild in g  program. _ The newspaper account says?
B a p tis ts  Launch D rive fo r  Funds. Members o f th e  
congregation  o f  th e F ir s t  B a p tis t  Church w i l l  launch  
a carnalgn t h i s  morning fo r  $lf?»000 to reco n stru ct  
and modernise the church, which was r e c e n t ly  d estro y ­
ed by f i r e ,  the Reverend H. R. Morwod, p a sto r  o f  the  
church announced l a s t  n ig h t . The board o f t r u s te e s  
and deacons, organized  in to  teams o f  two persons  
e a c h ,w ill  v i s i t  th e  b u sin e ss  and p r o fe ss io n a l men,
Anaconda Standardr December 20, 1927,
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s o l i c i t in g  th e ir  support in  the work t h i s  v/eeko3-
The b u ild in g  crust have progressed  ra p id ly  fo r  with® 
in  a year th e  d ed icatory  se r v ic e  wan h e ld  in  th e r e b u ilt  
sanctuary, Huge sumo o f  money were sp en t in  rod ecorafin g .
Two o f  th e la r g e s t  and moot b e a u tifu l s t a in -g la s s  windows 
in  Anaconda are found in  th e  B a p tis t  church and were iri­
ot a l l  od in  1928* B eside th e se  two la r g e  windows th ere  are  
n in e em ailer once, Those windows arc a l l  memorial windows,* 
During th e tim e o f tho  reb u ild in g  th e  congregation  met 
in  tho Swedish B a p tis t  Church, th e Members and p a sto r  o f  sa id  
church 00 g r a c io u s ly  arranged th e ir  s e r v ic e s  th a t th e  
F ir s t  B a p tis t  Church congregation  cou ld  worship i n  th e ir  house,, 
S t i l l  one more b u ild in g  was la ck in g  to make th e  
property  com plete and th a t was the parsonage,, ',/e marvel 
a t  th e  courage w ith  which th ese  s e o o le  undertook the build®  
la g  o f  a b e a u tifu l parsonage j u s t  n ine y ea rs a f t e r  th e  ro® 
b ra id in g  o f  the chwrch0
The church had been paid  fo r  in  fu ll*  In  1930 
tho parsonage wac com pleted, but a heavoy debt was incurred,, 
S h o rtly  a f te r  t h i s  the d ep ression  so t  in  and th e sm elter  
shut down, T h is heavy debt on th e parsonage p ressed  dotrn 
upon the p eop le  u n t i l  in  19^7 & su cc ess fu l e f fo r t  m e  m de
HBB3 ■nm
1 U£Maj> January 11, 1928„
to  & #*? to i#
tfc* S»8 i  o f  w-av© actlom « f to© «lm?o3a 1 $
t a M t  t o i a  jttttitfe* Aagtsto l f # t  itfMn th e  z&m&h,
i t o  4 m  m m ^ %  -to #  to© $to«fc tow#*. ft*# ©t tM s
’fapigs? t #  pA»to3? *tf to© 'tomrto -At p ^ eeta V
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THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF BILLIHG3
Th© B a p tis t  w r it in  B i l l in g s  o r ig in a ted  w ith a email 
band o f  B a p tis t  women who f e l t  th a t they ought to  do some- 
th in g  to a id  th e  m issionary  work o f the B a p tis t  denom ination. 
In  January o f  1898 th ree  women, Mrs. Lydia Trask, Mrs.
Clara W hite, and Mrs. J . D. Simineo organised  them selves  
in to  a s o c ie ty  which they named "The Earnest Workers S o c ie ty " . 
Soon other la d ie s  jo in ed  t h is  s o c ie ty  and th e ir  number grew 
to e lev en . M eetings were h e ld  freq u en tly  during that sp rin g  
and summer. They met in  the various homes and a sm all amount 
o f  money was ra ise d  a t each o f  th ese  m eetings. By the end 
o f  the summer the fund amounted -to q u ite  a n ice  l i t t l e  sum. 
The o r ig in a l id ea  o f  t h is  fund had been to send i t  to th e  
fo re ig n  m ission  f i e ld ,  but over in  L iv in g sto n  there was a 
sm all s tru g g lin g  church which seemed to  need help so the  
members o f  "The E arnest Workers Society"  decided to show 
a neighborly  s p ir i t  o f  f r ie n d lin e s s  by sending the money 
to  t h i s  church.
then  th e  money a rr iv ed  in  L iv in gston  the p eop le  
th ere  were' overwhelmed and they wrote a l e t t e r  to the la d ie s  
e:xp re using th e ir  g r a t itu d e . But they did  not stop w ith  
a l e t t e r  to B i l l in g s ,  they a lso  sen t a l e t t e r  to Reverend 
L. &. C lark, General M issionary o f  the American B a p tis t
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Home M ission  S o c ie ty , t e l l i n g  him about th e la d ie s  in  
B i l l in g s .  H atu ra lly  Reverend Clark was cu rious about th ese  
B a p tis t  la d ie s  and so he took a tr ip  to B i l l in g s  to se e  
fo r  h im se lf ,
When he a rr iv ed  a m eeting was c a l le d .  They met in
»'
the M ethodist church. At t h i s  m eeting i t  was decided  to  
meet again on October 9* 1898. The r e s u lt  o f  t h is  meet**
i‘ * » *
in g  was th e  o rg a n iza tio n  o f  the F ir s t  B a p tis t  Church o f
*
B i l l in g s ,  The ch arter  o f  the church was not c lo sed  b efo re  
in  1899. At the f i r s t  m eeting, October 9# 1898, on ly  e leven  
members jo in ed  b u t-b efo re  .the; ch arter c lo se d  e ig h teen  had 
sign ed . ThS fo llo w in g  are charter members;
Mrs. Lydia Trask L et t i e  Mix
F ie ld in g  W ilh ite  J u l ia  Borman
Mrs. F ie ld in g  W ilh ite  Anna Forman
Mrs. M. H. E n g lish  H. if. Crayton
Mrs, Reno Hopkins Mrs, H. M. Brayton
Mrs. W. H. Clanton Mary Brayton
Mrs. George P ie r r ie  H arriet Brayton
t
J . S . Simineo Wm. 0 . Parker
Mrs. J . S . Simineo Mrs. Wm* 0 . Parker
During the f i r s t  year th e  m eetings o f  the church 
were h e ld  in  Y ellow stone County Courthouse. Funds fo r  a 
b u ild in g  o f  th e ir  own began to accum ulate and in  the sum­
mer o f  1900 l o t s  were purchased on Horth 29th S tr e e t
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F ir s t  and Second Avenues* This f i r s t  venture in  the d ir e c t -  
io n  o f  a church b u ild in g  com pletely drained th e b u ild in g  
fund. As i s  so o fte n  th e  ca se , th e church had no r ich  members. 
The work stood  s t i l l  u n t i l  '1901.. That summer the foundation  
was com pleted. T his not on ly  drained th e trea su ry  but a lso  
discouraged many h ea r ts  to  the p o in t o f  u t t e r  d ep ression . 
Reverend Remington seemed to be the on ly  one w ith enough 
f a i t h  to b e lie v e  th a t a church would be b u i l t  fo r  he preach-
4' (
ed sermons on to p ic s  r e la te d  to  the b u ild in g  o f  th e  church.
T h is r e su lte d  in  a r a l ly in g  o f the e n t ir e  church from the
ch arter members down to  the sm a lle st  c h ild  in  th e  Sunday
School. , Everyone and every s o c ie ty  in  the church p itch ed
in  and the church stood ready to .r ece iv e  i t s  members to
worship in  th e ir  own house on Hay 3. 1903. read t h is
in te r e s t in g  account o f  th e b u ild in g  o f  the church;
In  th e  summer o f  1900 l o t s  wer.e purchased, which 
exausted the funds, and th ere  being none o f  the  
members r ich  w ith  t h is  w orld’ s goods, th ere  was 
n sth ing  done u n t i l  th e summer 1901, when excavation  
was commenced and foundation  com pleted, which again  
exausted the church’ s treasu ry . How comes the stru g ­
g le , in  the h is to r y  o f  the church. F a in t h ea r ts  
wavered, but P astor Renington -  noble man -  w ith  great  
f a ith  .in  God, spoke words ofj encouragement and sa id  
time and again* *’I t  w i l l  come, i t  w i l l  be b u i l t ’ . A 
r a l ly in g  come, th e members went in to  th e ir  p ock ets  
l ib e r a l ly ,  the Home M ission S o c ie ty  gave a&d
kind fr ie n d s  came to  the r e l i e f .  The L adies Aid 
gave #300,' the Sunday School from th e  youngest to the  
o ld e s t ,  came w ith th e ir  p en n ies to the ex ten t o f  #100.
Hay 3, 1903 Church opened fo r  se r v ic e  w ith  a membership
of 43 . 1
T; " *■ Tl v' 1 1 \
1 N. G. Abbot, "Montana in  th e  Making", B i l l i n g s ,1931.
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The 'building was f in ish e d  and the peop le were doing  
very w e ll . I t  was not lon g , however, "before the need for  
a d d itio n a l ropm became p r e ss in g . The barship o f  b u ild in g  
the f i r s t  house o f  worship was soon fo rg o tten , and when 
the demand fo r  an a d d itio n  came to  the a tte n t io n  o f the  
p eop le  i t  was soon b u i l t .
As th e  c i t y  expanded and needed more space fo r  e s ta b l­
ish in g  b u sin ess  e n te r p r ise s , the B a p tis t  church a lso  grew 
and needed more room. T his s itu a t io n  caused the church to; 
f e e l  th a t they would be w ise to  s e l l  th e ir  property a t  the  
good p r ic e  they could  g e t  fo r  i t  and move to  another more 
sM ta b le  lo c a t io n . T h is was done and the p resen t church 
s i t e  on B iv is io n  and T h ir ty -fo u rth  was secured. A g rea t  
b u ild in g  program was planned. The cornerstone was la id  
in  October 1922 and th e  b u ild in g  commenced. A stru ctu re  
was erec ted  fo r  u se a s a Sunday School p la n t . At the f i n ­
is h  o f  th e b u ild in g  o f  t h is  i t  was d iscovered  th a t the 
funds were d im in ish ing  very r a p id ly , In stea d  o f  a Sunday 
School p la n t the s tr u c tu r e 1 had to  be b u i l t  to accomodate 
church. s e r v ic e s . T his new church-was ready fo r  s e r v ic e s  
in  the spring  o f 1923*
S in ce then th e church has had a b u ild in g  fund ac* 
cumulating and i t  i s  ©aid th at in  1948 t h is  fund amounted 
to th e  la r g e  sum o f  #*>1,000. was hoped then th a t the  
o r ig in a l b u ild in g  p la n s could be carried  out and f in ish e d
: fo r  tli© past flfb efn  years the church lias been
u n d e r  the .able leadership o f  .R efe ren t Robert R. Moorman, 
$*!>•„ Mu oh credit ‘sh o u ld  go to  him f o r  p rom oting  a build* 
i m  'program ouch a s  tho I 0 . S®«RI o r - $(S),0Q0 one vMch h as  
been proposed*,
m m * r m  m
w & rtin  rnmmmm wmwmm Aim tm tm zx m  j& rm  t$ m
fetal atown. any m i l  be m i d  be be ©He ef the %m&lm
eitlea in eagKtaral Montano* the S&ptiot w r k  m @  b«iftm in
that oily by I i # w r @ M  %m 0* Cltirk, general Mtmioa&ry for
Although eesst Baptise had |h«fi fetftort
fta fe itftd  Si&rlc om m  %jm g  feftd tieireap had. nogr o rg a n ised  w sfc
them* ©n Mimwt 2 5* 1905 th ttt  people eta» togeiim r ndtli
Clark tad w«lfr his leadership ospalsdl th® First Baptist
d m t f h  o f '' m i s i o m #  Ffcoa* ii» «*re present at tist» meet*/
lag wem W »* M Xm  Btmtm* **»• fe« Acly, tftra* i* lamee* 
S8f* Basra Itoble, and !%■#» 4. F* Johnson*
At this time there p j  • aery ilio Mleits#3Mali*d*A 
pastor amil&bla a M  femiftttawn m s  asst ffertunata'la seeur! ng 
M r #  Under ftorvaread H I M ®  Wefdagion*# 1® rider © M p  th# 
rao«lf«d a good start* ' -
Use m a t i n g  i£aee for the church in  the early days _ 
m a  a waall frm m  hm^m eiile&i m s  eoamKTteft into a ehwreti*
In 1914 under the le&derahlp of R i w m d  Clifford Crave 
a stone fbusdatioa and Imeeraant i « «  built# this wm used 
for mmtiasa for ;sany yvara. In 1935 ondor the leaderahip • 
of JNnfaraod Km g# shatt&es the m l  a ehureh building n «
a#
'©rested* S e d io a tio n  o f th e  b u i ld in g  took- p la c e /S u n d a y  
Pmmaxy 2.6, 1936. R r e s ta i  a t  t h i s  o c c a s io n  wore Reverend 
In xley , Reverent C. R-, Sottas* Stss&aV School miosicnarjr . 
and R everend %  H, Uasl©y who a l l  took: p a s t  l a  th e  program  
to g e th e r  with - R everend Shannon th e  -pastor*
Mn©@- then, the church ha© grown and progressed with 
slow  b i t  ©nr© 's te p s ,
'"the presen t p a s to r-Is  Reverend S*.$.« -English who 
cars© to-the f i e l i  in  1946 and i s  leading the church in  a 
p r o g r e ss iv e  program.
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th e  l i t t u s  m a m  church* lo m is  g r a ss
In  191^ $rhe m ission ary  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  B a p t is t s  in  
Uontana were extended to  in c lu d e  Lodge G rass, F inding  
enough p eo p le  o f  the B a p tis t  f a i th  a s w e ll a s  a number who 
looked  w ith favor upon th e  B a p tis t  p r in c ip le s*  th e  mis® 
oionary fo r  th e  B a p tis t  Home M ission S ociety*  Reverend 
»7, A. P e ts o ld t , decided  to  organ ise  a church, Through the  
y ears t h i s  church has ca rr ied  the f r ie n d ly  name o f  BThe 
L i t t l e  Brown Church11*
Soon a f te r  th e  church m s  organ ised  a b u ild in g  fund 
was B tarted and on September 3®* 191? a b u ild in g  was 
ready fo r  th e  d ed ica tio n  serv ice*  I t  m s  a happy group o f  
B a p tis ts  who met in  The L i t t l e  Brown Church th a t day, Hot 
o n ly  had a church been b u i l t  but enough money had been r a i s ­
ed to  pay fo r  i t .  Even b etter*  money was l e f t  over w ith  
which to  purchase e to v ea , chairs* and th e  many other l i t t l e  
ex tra s  which go in to  making a church home. A ll was s e t  now. 
P a r t ic ip a t in g  m in is te r s  in  th e  d ed ica tio n  s e r v ic e  were Ur, 
C lif fo r d  C ress, Reverend 1 .  R. Curry* and Reverend Gould, 
B esid es th e se  Br. Bruce Kinney was p resen t to le a d .th e  
d ed ica tio n  Sunday,.
T his church i s  lo c a te d  in  the Crow Indian  country o f  
our s t a t e  and has had a v a s t  opportunity^ to  m in is te r  th e
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Word o f  God to th e Indian  race*
The church i s  making steady p rogress and was ab le
to report in  19495
Our church has "been making steady p ro g ress , assuming 
a th ir d  more o f  th e  f in a n c ia l support o f  th e  p astor*s  
sa la ry  and in creased  i t s  m ission  g iv in g  to  the North­
ern B a p tis t  Convention in  a very  su b s ta n tia l sura.l
The property o f  the church in c lu d in g  th e  parsonage
has been red ecorated . A new h ea tin g  system  has been
in s t a l le d  in  th e  church, and th e  one in  th e parsonage has
been c o n ^ le te ly  m odernized. Reverend Howard Pary i s  the2
ab le  lea d er  o f t h is  prom ising church.
TTHS5 WYOLA BAPTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
This church was organized in  1917 a«d i s  c lo s e ly  
re la te d  to  The L i t t l e  Brown Church. No e a r ly  h is to r y  has 
been d isco v ered . The church i s  p rogressin g  very w ell 
under th e  lea d ersh ip  o f  Reverend Howard Pary who i s  g r e a tly  
a s s is te d  by M s s  J u lia  Brand who came to  th e  f i e l d  to  
serve in  1948.
1 Reverend Howard Pary, “L e tter  to  th e  author**.
2 The source o f in form ation  fo r  t h is  church i s  an 
unpublished b u lle t in  p r in ted  fo r  the c e le b ra tio n  fo r  the  
T h ir t ie th  Anniversay o f  The L i t t l e  Brown Church,
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THE FIRST BAPTIST CHTJRCH OF GLASGOW- 
The co lp orteu r fo r  the northern B a p tis t  P u b lica tio n
i
S o ee ity  came to Glasgow in  1914. Reverend H. Wakehant had, 
been sent out by the above s o c ie ty  to  s e l l  l i t e r a tu r e ,  
preach in  needy p la c e s ,  and i f  p o s s ib le  to organ ise a church 
where p ro sp ects  fo r  such a work ©eemed good.
I t  was not long a f te r  he came to  Glasgow th a t he r e ­
a liz e d  th a t t h i s  town osght to  have a B a p tis t  church to  
band to g eth er  th ose  o f  B a p t is t ic  fa ith *  He c a l le d  a m eeting
'  «r
in  th e Odd F ellow  H all pa A pril 19, 1914 and a t  that time 
organized on a temporary b a s is  th e F ir s t  B a p tis t  Church o f  
Glasgow. This o rgan iza tion  kept on u n t i l  Agust o f  th e earns 
year when th e  S ta te  E v a n g e lis t , Reverend W illiam  E. Parks, a 
co lp o rteu r , came to  com plete th e  o rg a n iza tio n  and have i t  r e ­
corded and recogn ized  as a du ly  organized B a p tist church. The 
man who accepted  the c a l l  to the p a sto r a te  o f  t h is  church 
was Reverend Hupp.
A b u ild in g  p r o je c t  was begun in  February o f  1915  
and th e  cornerstone was la id  j u s t  tow months la t e r  in  A p ril;  
The work progressed  very  w e ll and th e d ed ica tio n  se r v ic e  
was held  another two monte l a t e r  on June ? .
A debt o f  g r a t itu d e  i s  owed th e  "Helping Rand Soc- 
1 e ty ” fo r  the la r g e  p art which they p layed  in  r a is in g  the
84
funds fo r  th e b u ild in g  o f  a church. We marvel when we 
note th a t they r a ised  $1,500 in  the p er io d  between Feb­
ruary 1 and August 1 , 1915« Surely  they d id  lend  a h elp in g  
hand.
From t i l l s  tim e on th e church moved ahead w ith  some 
measure o f  r e g u la r ity  and made steady g a in s  both in  member­
sh ip  and f in a n c e s . This p ro g ress  was marked by th e  fa c t  
th a t in  1928, under Reverend 0 , ,0 . M artin’ s le a d e rsh ip , 
the church was a b le  to  make th e  l a s t  payment on th e  debt 
which had re sted  on th e ir  sh ou ld ers th e  p a st th ir te e n  y ea r s .
In  1937 the church reported  that many improvements 
were being made and th a t a parsonage was b ein g  b u i l t .
The p resen t p a sto r  i s  Reverend I .  B. G leason who 
i s  lea d in g  th e church in  an a g g ress iv e  m issionary  program.
The church has 15? r e s id e n t  members and i s  becoming one
1
o f  th e lea d in g  churches in  th e s t a t e .
1 The source fo r  th e  in form ation  above I s  Glascow  
Courier. Golden A nniversary B d itio n , Hoveraber 20,
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SOB® 0TH2R CHURCHES
The churches which we p la ce  under th e  above heading  
are th ose  from which no response has been rece iv ed  to th e  
l e t t e r  sent them req u estin g  in form ation  regarding th e ir  
organi zatiion or th e  names o f  ch arter members #10 might be 
a b le  to g iv e  such in form ation .
Research on th e se  churches has proven f r u i t l e s s  
except fo r  th e very bare fa c to  which are g iven  in  the  
b r ie f  sk etch es o f th ese  churches which fo llow s*
Eureka. In  Eureka a B a p tis t  church was organised  
in  190 6. At th a t  time a church e d i f i c e  was begun, we do 
not )mow th e  date 'when i t  was f in is h e d . The church has pro­
g ressed  through th e  years and today has a la r g e  p la c e  in  
th e  l i f e  o f  the community.. The p a sto r  a t  p resen t i t  Reverend 
F . L. Lewno. He i s  a f in e  man and doing a good work. In  
1948 th e church bought th e  vacant M ethodist church and r e ­
modeled i t  fo r  a p a r ish  h ouse. The B a p tis t  church had long
1
b efore  taken over th e work o f  the M ethodist ohurch.
Pryor. The Pryor B a p tis t  Church was organized  in  1910 
and the lea d ersh ip  o f  th e  church i s  now in  th e hands o f  
Reverend W. E. Parke, a very  ab le  p a sto r .
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B elgrade. The Belgrade B a p tis t  Church was organised  
Hovember 14 , 1909 by Reverend Edward A. S teven s, w ith e leven  
ch arter members whose names are a s  fo llo w s:  Mrs* C&mie 
Cowan, M iss Penelope Cowan, Br, C. McCoy, Mrs, C. E, 
McCoy, Reverend Edward A, S teven s, Mr, S, A. u iim er, Mrs,
S , A, D iim er, Mies A lic e  U lim sr, Mr, John H. Watson, HisC 
Fannie Watson, M iss A lic e  Watson,
>
In  1910 t h is  sm all group s e t  out to  e r e c t  th e ir  own 
house o f w orship. Energy and s a c r i f i c e  were the v ir tu e s  
which mad© a r e a l i t y  th e  church e d i f ic e  o f  the Belgrade 
B a p tis t  Church, Perhaps i t  was f e l t  in  1931 that Belgrade  
had too many sm all weak p r o te s ta n t  churches fo r  in  th a t year  
th ere  was a fed era tio n  between the B ap tiB ts and the P resby­
te r ia n s . Thus they formed a Federated Church, The Presby«~ 
te r ia n  e d i f ic e  was re ta in ed  a s  th e  fu tu r e  m eeting p la c e
fo r  t h i s  church. The p resen t p a sto r  i s  the very ab le  Rev»
1
erend Arthur G. Heath.
V a lie r , The B a p tis t  church in  V a lie r  was organ ised  
in  1916. The church has i t s  own e d i f ic e  and parsonpge.
The p resen t p a sto r  i s  an en e r g e tic  man w ith  a r e a l v is io n  
o f  what can be done both through e f f i c i e n t  p a s to r a l work 
and a lso  through th e means o f  the r a d io . This church i s  
now sponsoring weekly radio broad casts and through t h is  
medium reaching hundreds o f  unchurched fo lk s ,
1 Unpublished church b u l l i t i n  o f  th e Federated  
Church, B elgrade, May 1 , 1949.
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The Saturn o f .the V a lie r  Church lo o k s very promi s in g
v 1
under th e  g i f  tod lead ersh ip  o f  Reverend F, S. Mercer,
. t •
Hardin. The B a p tis t  work in  Hardin was begun in  
19224 At th a t tim e a church was organ ised . S ince then
a most lo v e ly  and unique lo g  church has been b u i l t .  As
•* ’ v . »• . . ,
fa r  a s we know t h i s  i s  th e  on ly  lo g  church in  the e n t ir e  
s t a t e .  F o r . many years t h i s  church shared th e ir  p a sto r  
w ith th e  Crow Agency church. This y ea r , 1949, th e church 
has c a l le d  a p a sto r  o f  th e ir  own on the f i e l d  and they  
are now er ec tin g  an 18,000 parsonage. The p a sto r  came 
on th e  f i e l d  e a r ly  t h is  summer, 1949*
Other Churdhes. There are a few  .more B a p tis t  churches 
in  Montana o f  which we have no o th er  in form ation  except 
th e year o f  o rgan iza tion  and the name o f  th e p resen t p a sto r .
1 ' *
These churches, are;
Rev. J . W. Bowles 
Rev. V. C, HcKnight 
Rev. C, R. Martin
Rev. C lara B.. Olds 
Rev. 0 . a . Dryden 
Ho p a sto r  a t  p resen t  
Rev. C. A. B en tley  
Rev. G. C. Dry den 
Rev, G. C. Dryden
Havre B a p tist' Church: Organized 1912
G ilfo rd  Bap. Church Organized 1912
V icto r  B a p tis t  Church Organized 1915
Syola Vu
B a p tis t  Church Organized 1916
McCabe B a p t is t  Church Organized 1916
Roundup B a p tis t  Church Organized 1917
Crow Agency B. Church Organized 1925
Vida B a p tis t  Church Organized 1944
VThitetail B a p tis t  C. Organized (?)
CHAPTER IV
BAPTIST CHURCHES ORGANIZED BUT NOW EXTINCT
There seems to  have been a tendency in  the e a r ly  B a p tist  
m ission ary  e f f o r t s  in  Montana to organ ize churches in  p la c e s  
where the membership co n stitu en cy  was very sm all and the  
fu tu re  outlook  not very bright* Perhpps t h is  was stim ulated  
by the hope th a t Montana would some day be populated  very  
densely* When t h is  did not happen th e  churches su ffe r e d .
And so , in  some oases there were not enough B a p tis ts  l iv in g  
in  th e community to  warrant a church.
Another fa c to r  which in flu en ced  the d iscon tinu an ce  
o f  B a p tis t  work in  some l o c a l i t i e s  was the fa c t  th a t the d is ­
tan ces between the towns was too great to  make i t  p o s s ib le  
to  form a "Larger P a r ish ” such as we have in  the B it t e r  Root 
v a lle y  today.
In  other instance®  the sm all churches "federated  with  
some oth er sm all church in  town. A "Federated” church i s  
one composed o f B a p tis ts  and P resb yter ian , or B a p tis ts  and 
both P resb yter ian s and M ethod ists.
In  t h is  chapter we s h a l l  deal w ith th e churches which 
are d iscon tinu ed  and those which have been absorbed in to  a 
fed e r a tio n . We s h a ll  a lso  be aware th a t some o f th e se  churches 
have become e x t in c t  vfoen the members have jo in e d  churches o f  
oth er  f a i t h s  because the s tr u g g le  fo r  ex is ta n c e  in  th e ir  own
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church had become too g r o a t . There may be a ear* or two
where the church i s  s t i l l  ex is tin g  but not as a B aptist 
church.
Glendale. The f i r s t  of the ehuroh which was d is»  
co n ti nued was the Glen dale B a p tis t  Church* Reverend Lamb 
came and organise# th is  ohurch. on August 4  1882* There 
were twenty-two members. A storehouse was rented for flOO 
per year* This s to r e  warn repaired and renovated and in  
October o f that year regular serv ices were held  in  i t *  
Reverend Lamb was pastor* There were one hundred chairs* 
a table* a small organ; these Qong>osed the fu rn ish in gs*
They boasted one hundred hymnals* The Sunday School had 
a lib rary  of 180 books* The la d ie s  had provided a l l  these  
good th ings at a cost of $350* The church people paid  
h a lf  o f the pastors salary* Since t h i s  church was b u ilt  
around a mining ean§> which eventually fa i le d  the church 
fa ile d  Mtb i t .  The church was discontinued, a fter  a couple 
o f years,
G o rw a llls . The C orvallis church was organised Marhh 1 ,
1888. We have no record o f how the work was begun or who
began i t .  Rut we do know that th e hand was small and th e re -
1
for® handicapped in  doing much work* hater in  1901 we read 
that Reverend W. R. R ictean, a most able .and good pastor, 
was serving in  C orv a llis . The report from the church i s
1 1 lli'ipttes o f the Montana Bapti fit As so e l  a t l  on. 1900•
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1903 was th a t the church was not p rogressin g  as f a s t  a s  
v a t wanted but n e ith e r  waa i t  going backwards, Reverend 
Rickman resign ed  in  1904 and Reverend Kneeland took over 
th e  work. The church met in  the P resbyterian  church fo r  one 
s e r v ic e  a month.
In  1932 we f in d  th a t th e C o r v a llis  church i s  a Feder­
ated  Church and in  1946 no mention i s  made o f  the C o r v a llis  
church. T h is p u ts i t  in  the rank o f  d iscon tin u ed  B a p tis t  
churches,
B oulder, The Boulder B a p tis t  Church was organized  J u ly  
9, 1895* V ive years la t e r  the rep ort was th a t th e church had 
been vdthout a p a sto r  fo r  so long th a t not much p rogress was 
being made. The l a s t  report we have from Boulder reads a s  
fo llo w s!
This church has had no p a sto r a l o v ersig h t fo r  a number 
o f  years p a s t , and the membership i s  so reduoed th a t  
i t  does not seem w ise  a t  p resen t to  put a man on thut 
f i e l d . 1
This was the l a s t  report from the Boulder B a p tis t  
Church. I t  was d iscon tin u ed  sh o r t ly  afterw ards.
B ast G a lla tin  B a p tis t  ■ „ , _
church. The E ast G a lla t in  Bap­
t i s t  Church was organized in  1894, T his church, i t  was r e ­
ported  in  1900, h eld  a g rea t in flu e n c e  in  th e G a lla tin  
V a lle y . Reverend '7. M, Lewis served th e church then. There
1 ‘M inutes o f  the Montana B a p tis t  A sso c ia tio n  , 1901,
P • 31,
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were some lo s s e s  in  t h is  church in  1901 because some p eop le  
moved away. In  th e  annual report in  1907 the East G a lla tin  
Church d id  not rep o rt. In  th e fo llo w in g  two years i t  was 
not heard from so we can draw the co n clu sio n  th a t th e  churoh 
d iscon tin u ed  in  1907*
B e lt .  The B e lt  B a p tis t  Church was th e  next church to  
become e x t in c t .  The org a n iza tio n  fo r  t h is  church took p la ce  
A p ril 26, 1896. The church was going stron g  a t  th e  turn o f  
the century and had a f u l l  tim e p a sto r . In  1901 sev era l 
rep o rts  o f  l o s s  in  membership were n oted . In  1924 th e member­
ship was on ly  ten  and they had no p a sto r . I t  seems th a t the
churoh d iscon tin u ed  between 1929 and 1932. By 1932 th ere
1
was no report o f  the church in  B e lt .
U est G a lla t in . The West G a lla tin  B a p tis t  Church was
organ ized  J u ly  141f 1901. I t  had a good beginning but could
not su rv iv e . Reverend T. L. Lewis was the p a sto r  and i t
seems th a t he was a lso  th e organ izer . I t  seems th a t both
B ast G a lla tin  and West G allatingC hurches were th e  work o f
Heverend Lewi®, The ohurch was d iscon tin u ed  b efo re  1908 s in ce
no rep ort from fh a t church appeared in  the Annual Report
2
o f  th e  convention .
Other churches. There are sev era l churohea which are
1 .. Jinutea xxZ idie Jgaaiaaa JBaatiat -fomxention , 1 9 2 3  & 3 2 .  
2  i b i d . ,  1 9 0 8 .
e x t in c t  mvi and fo r  \ihits% m  h i s t o r ic a l  a cco u n t. 
able* We H o t  thee© a s  t# .date o f  o rg a n isa tio n ;  
■ ISaeJiattau B a p t is t ;Church ■%$$&
Laurel B a p tis t  Church 1908
P ele sn  Baptl at Ohureh ' 1912
B ein es B a p tis t  Church ;19X2
m i i e f i a t i  M mM  s t  C f e a M P 1912 
O tliagea'Bapii s t  cfe 191#
f l a t e e _f s t I e s ' B a p t i s t 19X8 
West G arfie ld  Bap, Church 192d'
Sfitow^tBn B apii s t  CMi-relt ‘ 1921
fiE& er Creek Bapti s t  Church. 1921
• . , I .
Ben© B a p tis t  Church 1922
i«y .. i#i» ;>»« -
1 n M ontana,Baptist Annual 192$# p« 2 4
CHAPTER V
THE JmniGAB- BAPTIST HOME MSSIOH SOCIETY’S 
SHAH1 OP BAPTIST YiORK IF  MOHTAHA
Vie may say  that th e o r ig in  o f  the American B a p tis t  
Home M ission S o c ie ty  v/as the M assachusetts B a p tis t  Mis­
sion ary  S o c ie ty  which was organ ised  as e a r ly  as 1802, The 
purpose o f  t h is  s o c ie ty  was to b rin g  the g o sp e l o f  C hrist 
to  the d e s t i tu t e  unreached s e c t io n s  o f  our land*
Prom th a t tim e on S ta te  co n ten tio n s as w Sll as a great 
many in d iv id u a l persons have been a c t iv e  in  the propagation  
o f  th e  Gospel in  o u tly in g  f r o n t ie r s .
In  1812 Adoniram ludson  and Luther R ice turned to  
th e B a p tis t  v iew . R ice became the one to appeal to th e  
B a p tis t  churches in  America to  u n ite  in  an e f fo r t  to  g e t  
m issionary  work going in  A sia . Ado ni ram Judson as we a l l  
w ell know became the famous B a p tis t  m ission ary  to  Burma.
Rev. R ice ’ s appeal r e su lte d  in  th e form ation o f  "The 
General Convention o f  tho B a p tis t  Denomination in  th e United  
S ta te s  o f  America fo r  Foreign M issions" . I t  soon became 
ev id en t to  Mr, R ice th a t the fr o n t ie r s  o f  America needed 
m iss io n a r ie s  J u s t  as u rg en tly  a s d id  th e  heathen la n d s . The 
Board appointed by th e  convention  fo r  prom oting fo re ig n  m is­
s io n s  h e s ita te d  to take any a c tio n  w ithout f i r s t  having the  
approval o f  th e convention .
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By an amendment to  the .c o n s t itu t io n  o f the hoard
power was granted to in c lu d e  home m ission  work a t the d i s -
1
c r e t io n  o f  th e hoard* As a r e s u lt  o f  t h is  a c tio n  two mis­
s io n a r ie s  were appointed to  the fa r  w est, th e w ell known 
John Mason Peck and James S . Walch. Soon the hoard found i t  
b est  to  d isco n tin u e  the horse m ission  end o f i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  
S everal in d iv id u a ls  and s t a t e  hoards were in  the home 
©ion work a lread y  when in  1832 HThe American B a p tis t  Borne 
M ission  S ociety*  was formed.
About t h ir ty  e ig h t  years a f te r  t h i s  the Home M ission  
S o c ie ty  entered  Montana to begin  work. I t  was in  1 8 or  
70 th a t th e  co lporteur m issionary  earae to  Helena to  work and 
from th a t  day to  t h i s  "The American B a p tis t  Home M ission  
S ocie ty*  has poured thousands o f d o lla r s  in to  t h i s  v a st  
s ta te  o f  ou rs.
In  Helena th e board spent much money to g e t  th e  work
go in g . Reverend L. B, W oolfolk rece iv ed  #1,000 ayyear fo r
two y ea r s . Then in  1880 when the church was f in a l ly  organ*
/
i3 ed  some help  was forthcom ing.
From Helena we go to  M iles C ity* The Home M ission
•f
S o c ie ty  m ission ary , Reverend H untley, came to  M iles C ity  
and organized th e church th ere  in  1882. He arranged fo r  a 
loan  to  a s s i s t  in  b u ild in g  a church and a lso  fo r  the a id  
fo r  the sa la r y  o f  th e  p a s to r .
■ M t M M M M M M M O M M M M P I M M i ' t
1 C harles I.. White. . A Century o f  F a ith . P h ila d e l­
p h ia , 1932, p . 29.
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Butt© m o  s ta r te d  in  tb o ir  B a p tis t  mrM by a  man 
from t h i s  ©oci©ty# And. a© we could  go on t e l l i n g  th e  sto ry  
o f  c fp ry  church* D illim , B i l l in g s ,  M Vtiigsion* K&li s p e l l ,
M e  ©aula* and dotm the l i n e  fo r  every  B a p tis t  church In  the  
sta te#  By now, 1949* a l l  o f  th e se  churches mentioned are  
s e l f  ̂ supporting, and -are- g iv in g  l ib e r a l ly  toward m ission  sorii 
both a t  home a id  abroad# But th ere  are churches s t i l l  re*  
c a lv in g  a sm all amount o f  h elp  each’year*
The American Bapti a t 'Home Mission S ociety  poured 
in to  th e  Montana f i e ld  sev e ra l thousand d o lla r s  a y ea r i n  
o rder to  promote th e  cause o f C hnst*  th e  annual re p o rt of 
the  genera l miegdonnry fund in  8ffc© Annuals o f th e  Montana 
B a p tis t  Convention8 in d ic a te s  th a t  fo r  ©©Veral y ea rs  (190$* 
1905) th e  Home E im lo n  S ocie ty  gran ted  a  sum o f 05*900# fo r  
th e  work in  Montana. In  th e  '’Annual8 o f  1923 we read  th a t  
the  to t a l  a mount o f  mi seionary  funds re le ased  by th e  Socbety 
through the  convention was Si?* 519° 04# One year l a t e r  i n  
1924 th e  to ta l  ©mount o f  m issionary  funds re le a se d  through 
th e  so c ie ty  in  Montana# no t counting th e  drow Ind ian  Mission# 
was 019*944# 39.
tfc .pare g la d 'to  report th a t  a t  t i l l s  tim e (1949) th e  
B a p tis t  churches o f  Montana are n ot on ly  on th e  r e c e iv in g  
end o f m iss io n s but th a t now many tim es the amount o f  money 
which cameo in to  th e  s t a t e  i s  b ein g  sen t Out o f  th e  s t a te  
through m ission ary  channels#
I
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CHAPTER VI
PR0MIJE1TT LAYMEN IB THE EARLY BAPTIST HISTORY OE MONTANA
Very o ften  the su ccess  o f  any movement i s  due in  a 
la r g e  measure to the laymen who a f f i l i a t e  them selves w ith  
i t .  Very o fte n  th e work o f  such laymen i s  not g iven  
due c r e d it .  The B a p tis ts  in  Montana have r e a l reason  
to  be proud o f  some o f  th e ir  staunch laymen o f  the ea r ly  
pioneer” days. We are f u l ly  aware that in  our presen t day 
we have sev era l prominent laymen among our B a p t is t s .  We 
f e e l ,  however, th a t some other w r iter  in  the fu tu re  may 
w rite-up  a b iograp h ica l sketch  o f  them.
Governor Green Clay Smith. The e a r l ie s t  o f  our prom-
4
in en t B a p tis t  la y  lea d ers  was the venerable Governor Green 
Clay Smith. He was appointed the Second T e r r ito r ia l Gov­
ernor o f  Montana in  1866 and arrived  in  Bannack the same 
year. H is journey westward from Kentucky took him over 
the h i l l s  and p la in s .  But we may suppose w ith accuracy  
th a t th e journey from Ogden, Utah, to h i s  d e s t in a tio n  gave 
him the su p r ise  o f  h is  l i f e ,  Prom Ogden he rede the s ta g e  
coach to Bannack C ity  where he f i r s t  h e ld  o f f i c e .  I t  may 
be o f  in te r e s t  to some th a t th e  t ic k e t s  were supposed to  
have c o s t  1^00 per person to  Ogden. This seems q u ite  
a sum to pay fo r  a w ife  and two ch ild ren  who should
be young enough to  go f o r  h a l f  f a r e ,
■. Governor Sm ith was a  w ell - to  -do man. H is  e s ta t#  o f  
■ th re e , th o u  s e a t  a c re s  i n  C a s tle  Bnion e v id e n tly  h e lp ed  him 
in- h i s  f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  because h i s  s a la r y  a s  g o verno r was 
n o t v e ry  h ig h , _
'H i s  t r a in in g  .and # sp e rie n c e  f i t t e d  him. w e ll f o r  th e  
ta s k  o f  b e in g  g o v e rn o r a t  th e  tim e when th e  In d ia n s ' began 
to  h e  r e b e l l io u s .  We re a d  th e  fo llo w in g  acco u n t w i th  g r e a t
; Gov. Smi th  came to  Montana w ell equipped f o r  th e  
d u t ie s  o f  C h ief M ag i's tra ta ' and commandor-in- eh i e f  o f  
th e  t e r r i t o r y .  He was o f  m atu re  y e a rs  and had been 
. sch o o led  by d is t in g u is h e d  V irg in ia  and K entucky a n c e s try  
who were em inent I n  th e  a f f r n f r s 'o f  . t h e 'S t a t e , ' h e  was 
h im s e lf  a , le a r n e d  law yer a n d 'w e ll  v e rse d  upon © o n s ti tu -  
t i  o n a l C o n s tru c tio n , he had se rv ed  n e a r ly  fo u r  y e a rs  
i n  C ongress and had. a. l a r g e  a q u a in ta n c e  w ith  p u b l ic  
a f f a i r s ,  a ls o  he "had se rv e d  w ith  marked d i s t i n c t i o n  
i n  th e  u n io n  army,, 'a s  com m ander-in -ch ief o f  th e  .m i l i t i a  
o f f i c e r s , . !
B ishop  f u t t l e  w ri te s ' abou t c a l l i n g  op s e v e ra l  p e o p le . .
and th e n  he s a id  o f M s  v i s i t  w ith  G overnor Sm ith , "He i s  a
s to u t ,  p le a sa n t - lo o k in g  man o f abou t 35, d re sse d  in
g re y , and w ith  ellov;^ w ell-m et* .manners. He'.is. a
2
B a p t i s t  and h i s  w ife  a  P re s b y te r ia n " ,  .
1 C o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  H is to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f M ontana. 
TOIB. % X9ii, P .  H i  —      ■-------------------------------
2 ■ D aniel S y lv e s te r  f u t i l e ,  • Remj.niace.noes o f  a 
Misslon ary  B ishop .   — ■ —
99
The c a p ita l was moved, to  Helena w h ile  Smith was 
governor, so h is  l a s t  days in  Montana were spent th e re .
The governorship o f  Montana T err itory  was th e  l a s t  
p u b lic  o f f i c e  which he h e ld . When he had served  h i s  time 
in  Montana he went back to Kentucky and entered  the B a p tis t  
mini s tr y .
As he was an a b le  governor and s o ld ie r  he a lso  became 
one o f  the most eloquent preachers in  B a p tis t  h is to r y . Gov­
ernor L e s lie  o f Montana T err ito ry  knew Smith as a preacher  
and he says t h i s  about him*
He was a B a p t is t , sound and tru e , and much beloved  
by h is  denomination and a l l  other C h ristian  p eop le  who 
knew and loved  him. He and I were both n a tiv e  born 
K entuckians, he in  Madison C o., I in  Waine, {now 
C lin to n ), one hundred or more m iles  ap art. I knew him 
w ell and in tim a te ly  from 1870 t i l l  h is  death when he 
was s ix ty - th r e e  years o ld . He was p astor  o f the B a p tis t  
Church a t  the c a p ita l  fo r  th e s ta te  fo r  a number o f  years  
com prising p art o f  the tim e I l iv e d  th ere , and as such 
was my p a sto r . He was a m in ister  o f  g rea t a b i l i t y  and 
w holly  consecrated  to  th e  work, under the c a l l  o f  h is  
God. He was g r e a t ly  beloved  by the membership and always 
in  h is  p la c e . Indeed, he was a su ccess  in  every sense  
o f  th e  worS. Ho s ta in  cr  spot o f  c o lo r  ever attached  
to h is  name, or tin ged  in  any way h is  character a s a 
C h ristia n  gentleman and preacher o f the good news o f  
sa lv a t io n  through the years o f  h is  s e r v ic e  as such. He 
loved  a l l  C h ristian  p eo p le , was a tru e f r ie n d .1
Judge John W. Eddy. The second prominent layman who . 
took an a c t iv e  p art in  promoting the B a p tis t  cause in  our
1 C ontributions t& th e H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty  o f Montana, 
v o l. j ,  p . "lW -iB'i.------------------------------------------------ t ------------------ '
100
s ta te  was Judge John W. Eddy. We have p r e c io u s ly  mentioned
1
h ia  work in  connection  w ith  the work in  H elena. He worked 
u n ceasin g ly  to e s ta b lis h  a church in  H elena, he supported  
i t  gen erously  w ith h i s  means, and many f e e l  th a t  he had a 
la r g e  p art in  r a l ly in g  th e B a p tis t  work in  Montana.
Governor P reston  H. L e s l ie .  Of a l l  the ea r ly  p ion eer  
laymen fo r  the B a p tis t  cause, Governor L e s l ie  stands out in  
prominence. He cam# to our T err ito ry  in  188? and served as 
T e r r ito r ia l Governor fo r  four y ea rs . A fter  t h is  he was 
appointed D is t r ic t  A ttorney fo r  Montana fo r  four years.
When he was s t i l l  a young law student hack in  Kentucky, 
Brother L e s l ie  had become a C h r istia n  andvttfcitedhtm sftlf 
with the B a p tis t  church. H# was e le c te d  county a ttorn ey  in  
h is  home country, la t e r  he was e le c te d  to th e house fo r  two 
terms a f te r  which he served  in  the sen a te , H# was i t s  p res­
id e n t, thus serv ing  as Governor o f  Kentucky tw ice to f i l l  
in  v a ca n c ies . He waa a lso  e le c te d  C ircu it Judge in  h is  own 
s ta te .
Then in  1887 he became T e r r ito r ia l  Governor o f  Montana 
by appointment by P resid en t C leveland,
Governor L e s l ie  had not been in  Helena long b efore he 
became a c t iv e  in  the B a p tis t  work. This le d  him in to  con tact  
with the Montana B a p tis t  A sso c ia tio n . At th e  se s s io n  in  
1890 o f  sa id  a s s o c ia t io n  Governor L e s l ie  was e le c te d  moderator.
101
R e -e le c t io n  fo llow ed  every year fo r  f i f t e e n  years w ith the  
excep tion  o f  two years when he was not p r e sen t. To f u l l y  
understand how the honorable governor f e l t  in  resp ect to, the  
cause o f  C hrist we quote him from h is  response to the e le c t io n  
as moderator fo r  the ten th  su c c e ss iv e  tim et
I may be pardoned i f  I r e fe r  to  the fa c t  that in  
c i v i l  l i f e  I have o fte n  been accorded p la c e s  o f d is t in c t io n  
and tr u s t  among my fe llo w  men and I th ink  I have not f a i l ­
ed to  be duly g r a te fu l fo r  the mark o f confidence and 
the ex a lted  conception  o f  esteem  which was thus shown me.
I looked upon i t  then , and s t i l l  do ch er ish  i t  a s a 
va lu ab le  h er ita g e  to  my ch ild ren  and gran a-eh ild ren  and 
sh a ll always regard the memory o f  th ese  d istin g u ish ed  
honors even in  c i v i l  a f f a ir s  a s  o f  more value than go ld , 
but w ithout undervaluing th ese  in  the l e a s t ,  I want 
to say (and I would, i f  I cou ld , have i t  put upon 
record fo r  the coining g en era tio n f o f  boys and young men 
as my conception  o f the com parative value o f  ea r th ly  
d is t in c t io n s )  th a t  I p r iz e , most o f  a l l ,  th e d is t in c t io n s  
and honors which from tim e to time have been conferred  
upon me by my brethren in  the churches and a sso c ia t io n s  
l ik e  t h i s  and la r g er  b o d ie s . , I sh a ll always remember 
with tender g ra tit ild e  th e  confidence you have reposed in  
me andJLwant to do my p a rt in  th e  furtherance o f the good 
o f  th is  body in  the coming year and to pray th a t t h is  may 
be a most su cc e ss fu l year among us in  the L ord ^  w ork.l
In  190J? when he was r e -e le c te d  he requested  th a t someone 
e l s e  take h is  p la c e ,'  Then th e a s so c ia t io n  honored him by e l e c t ­
in g  him Moderator Em eritus, '
Governor L e s l ie  passed  away a t th e age o f  e ig h ty -e ig h t  
on February 7# 190?, a t h is  home in  H elena, Governor Toole 
sa id  a t th is  occasions ”He was an i l lu s t r o u s  c i t iz e n ,  whose
1 The E ighteenth  Annual o f  the Montana B a p tis t  A sso c ia tio n
1900, p . 12 ! ~ ----- - ----------- ------ ---------------
eminent learn ing, Mgh character orss -elm*! *irtue& a n t i t i e
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CHAPTER V II
CONCLUSION
The su ccess o f the B a p tis t  work in  Montana may he 
con trib uted  to  a la r g e  ex ten t to the p a tien ce  and se a l  
portrayed by the God sen t m in is te r s  and m iss io n a r ie s  who 
came here to serve th e ir  Lord and Master*
Another fa c to r  in  the su ccess o f t h i s  work was the  
understanding o f  the d ir e c to r s  o f the American B a p tis t  
Home M ission  S o c ie ty  who g la d ly  considered  every  pppeal 
and did as much as was humanly p o s c ib le  to a s s i s t  w ith ready 
f in a n c ia l aid* Without such a id  the work would have been 
g r e a tly  h indered.
A th ir d  fa c to r  in  th e su ccess o f  t h i s  B a p t is t ic  work 
was the devotion  and s a c r i f i c i a l  g iv in g  o f  both tim e and 
money on the part o f  th o se  B a p tis t  la y  fo lk  who came to  
Montana to  s e t t l e .  Without ouch devotion  we know that the  
work would long ago have su ffered  shipwreck.
We conclude, th e r e fo r e , th a t the u n ited  work o f  
a l l  th ree  o f  th e se  fa c to r s  was a b s o lu te ly ' e s s e n t ia l  to  
the su ccess  o f  th e work.
Much h is to r y  remains to be w ritten  o f  the great army 
o f  men and women #10 down through the years have g iven  them­
selves- to  the winning o f  the l o s t  through the means o f  the  
B a p tis t  church. I t  i s  hoped th a t some one w i l l  devote them-
to  w r i t in g  »  M otors? o f  folir*
£ h e % t e e  o u tlo o k  ffc'y the $ % tio t  W &  in  Montana
1* M ight and ii.tk the sstffii op itih  o f  gew tiett tMoh mm'!
I h io fo th e r o  sihowe4 a&efo c m  s t i l l  ho do no $ m  €efi i n  the- 
gfo o h  hro4«3?o otato*
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